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The PREFACE, | 


FH E Experience of all Ages has 
verified, that none are expoſed to 


= more dangerous Trials than the 
Proſperous in this World. The great Temp- 
ter bas found the Temptations of Proſpe- 
rity ſo inſinuative and prevailing with Men, 
that he attempted our bleſſed Saviour ; ex- 
petting ,. by the pleaſant proſpe&t of the 
Kingdoms of this World, and their Glory, 
to have faſtned an Impreſsion upon hu Spi- 
rit, and tainted his inviolable Purity, But 
he found nothing in our Saviour, not 
the leaſt irregular inclination to his Allure- 
ments, and could work nothing upon him. 
'Tis otherwiſe with len born of the 
Fleſh, in whom. there is a carnal Heart 
( the Centre of Apoſtacy and Corraption) 
that is eaſily enticed and overcome by char- 
ming Complacencies, Proſperity # a diſ- 

2tiſed Poiſon, pleaſant to the unwary ſenſe, 
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pernicious i thee Eft eds bhcahſs! dan- 
gerous in the Opinions of Men. oy Jemp- 
tations. 'of Proſperit! ped 6. fre mhentdind 
favour d by us, that the ey 8 ive ts ir tdthe 
inward: "Enemy, the ſenſual 7 7 : Fetions, and 
boldneſs. to the malicious Temprer. They 
foment , the carnal Mhppetites., that defile 
and debaſe the Soul; and are "the more 
rebellicus, and exrvitan the More they are 
gratified. l | 
Prolperity My i e Promgeſt ebRacle 
againſt the Conve fa oF and Reformation of 
Sinners.” Whilſt tl ey are plying their vas 
1101S Pleaſur es, they bave neithe; will nor 
leifure to advert ta the Voice of (onſci- 
ence, fo repr oachſul and ſinging to them, 
And many times Proſperity ſtupr ifies Gon- - 
ſcience, that Men are fearleſs of Divine 

Judgments, involy'd in ſenſual Security. 
They will not reverence and obey God's 
Authority, till they feel his Power ; they 
abuſe bus Bl. | ne nos f0 Pride and Piy, 
Id.e- 
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Hewfe and Loy, and are bardaed in- 
. their Impenitence, dyed with the deipeſt 
tinfthre of Ingratitude : they drive won 
through a conrſe of Sin, till Death pure 
a perivd to their. cſs ' How deftruttive;” 
bow pridl is Proſperity to ſach grate». 
lf Souls '2 When God M bw 
upon the Wicked ; when the : | 
of this "World is abu ifed to ſatisfy thei 
vicious Deſires, *tis Nd forerunner of 
the. Shower of Fire and Brimſtone, 
and the hotrible Tempeſt that ſhall 
overwhelm then ar laſt; 

Others im Proſperity are not openly 
profane, and . boldly vicious , yet are cor- 
riupted, and inſenſibly deſtroyed by it. They 
over-value. and over-delight in the 
things of this World, and pleaſe themſelves 
ina) - opiniative Felicity in their preſent 
State, They enjoy the World with more 
—_— of Reaſon, and leſs Senſuality 

than the Riotous and Luxurious ; but their 
converſation with fo =y charming Objetts, 
alie- . 
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alienates. them from God, They do not 
ſanRify Him in their Hearts, placing 
theim bighe5t. eſteem npon his moſt amiable 
Excellencies, and their deare$t delight in 
communion with bim. They look upon Re- 
ligion as a: ſour Severity, and count nothing 
delightful, but what is ſuitable to the fleſhly 
AﬀeFtions. A deceit like that of a fick 
Perſon, who feeling no pleaſure but in the 
eaſy intervals between bis Fits, and the 16- 
miſtion of bis Diſtemper, ſhould imagine 
that 'if he were freed from his Diſeaſe, be 
ſhould loſe all Pleaſure : whereas the De- 
lights of Health are more full and durable. * 
The Angels are uncapable of ſenſual Pleas 
fures ; their Happineſs ariſes from the per» 
fection of Good, not the allgys of Evil. 
The Beaſts are only capable of ſenſual pleq- 
ures, the remedies of natural Evils, Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, Wearmeſs, ar accidental Evils, 
Diſeaſes, and Pains : And many are ſo 
ſottiſhly deceived, as to prefer brutſh_ 
Pleaſures that affe the Senſes, before An- 
| © velical 
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gelical Joys that ariſe from the. fruition.of 
God's Favour, and Obedience to bis Laws. 
This is a ſad Symptom of an unrenewed 
Heart, and an heavy Preſage of future 
Miſery , for God will not be our everlaſt- 
ing Joy in Heaven, if be be not our ex- 
ceeding Joy upon the Earth. | .... 
Others Joraindsd with Riches | aud 
Honours , are neither thankful to their 
Divine Benefattor, nor careful to employ 
their Proſperity aud Power for bis Glaxy. 
The Law of Mercy requires a- ſolemn 
affeftionate recognition of =o s Benefits : 
but the Current. of Proſperity- drowns 
their ſenſe. of the Divine Goodneſs : . and 
| Incogitant pratfical Atheiſm ,\'is as  de- 
 ftruftive as Abſolute and Speculative. 
And bow many by the deceittulneſs of 
Riches, are apt to imagine, that they 
poſſeſs with Dominion what they receive in 
truſt : they might be-rich-in- good 
| Works, and if their Hearts were ac- 
 Cording to their Ability, be fruitful as Pa- 
> F1 ST radiſe 
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 wadiſe, but are as barren as the Sands of 
Africa. ' They are in a mighty Debt for 
fo many received Bleſ#gs,- for which'their 
_ - © Hecount 'will be heavy and undoing with 
the bigheft Lord, Theſe and many other 
Confiderations, make it evident how dange- 
_ rows Proſperity is to' the moſt that enpy 
it here. | pe, : 
 *Tis therefore a Point of high and 
boly Wiſdom how to manage Proſperity Jo, 
45 to avoid the impendant Evils.that uſually 


follow it, | and to improve it for our eternal 
. Advantage. 'This is the Deſin of the 
* preſent Treatiſe, and bumbly recommended 
80 the Divine'Bleſsng, © from'one who'moft 
unfeignedly defires the Salvation of Mes 


Souls. 
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T he Proſperity of Fools foal 
deſtroy them. | 


N the former Verſes, the 
Divine Wiſdom is intro- 
duc'd in a very elegant and 
pathetical manner,reclaim- 
ing.Men from their miſe- 

rable Errors, to partake of Light 

and Felicity. The Addreſs is 
B dt- 
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directed to them with Upbraid- 
ings and Indignation at their Fol- 
ly, and with tender compaſſion 
for their Ruin. How long ye fim- 
ple ones will ye love ſimplicity * and 
Fools hate knowledg ? Thus 'tis {aid 
of our Saviour, the Incarnate Wiſ- 
* Mark 3.5. dom of God, That * he look'd on 
the Phariſees with anger, being grie- 
ved at the hardneſs of their hearts. 
We have alſo expreſt, an earneſt 
deſire of their Converſion, Turn 
ye at my Reproof. And that is ſe- 
conded by a gracious Promiſe, 1 
will pour out my Spirit upon you, to 
illuminate and conduct you in 
the way of Life. But for their 
ſtupid obſtinacy in deſpiſing the 
Counſel, and. rejeQing the Re- 
proofs of Wiſdom, they are ſur- 
prized with utter deſtruction. 
This is deſcribed with that Train 
of killing Circumſtances, thar are 
| the 
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the moſt forcible Excitations time- 
ly to prevent that Evil, which 
negle&ted, will be remedilels: 


Becauſe T have called, and ye refuſed, Verf. 24,26, 
I have ſtretched out my hand, and ao 27129129+ 


Man regarded ; I will alſo laugh at 
your calamity, and mock when your 
fear cometh :* When your fear cometh 
as a Whirlwind, when diſtreſs and an- 
2uiſh cometh upon you, then ſhall they 
call on me, but 1 will not anſwer ; they 
ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
find me : for that they bated knowleds, 
and deſpiſed the fear of the Lord. 1n 
their diſtreſs they ſupplicate for | 
Mercy; but as they were un- 
chang'd, notwithſtanding all the 
gracious Calls of God to Repen- 
trance, ſo he is not moved by all 
their mournful Intreaties, and 
takes pleaſure in his Righteous 
Judgments upon them. - Their: 
final Ruin is reſolved into its pro-. 


B 2 per 
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per Caule ; the wilful hardnels of 
Sinners, and the abule of thoſe 
Mercies that ſhould: have melted 
them into a compliance with the 
Divine Giver of them. For that 
they hated Knowleds, and did not 
chuſe the Fear of the Lord. For the 
turning away of -the Simple ſhall ſlay 
them ; and the Proſperity of Fools ſhall 
deſtroy them. | DP 

The title of Fool, is the uſual 
Character of the Sinner in the 
Language of Wiſdom; and *tis 
with great reaſon and congruity 
attributed to him, in- oppoſition 
to Prudence, the univerſal VYer- 
rue and ſupream dire&or of hu- 
mane Life. For as by Prudence 
a Man ſo governs himſelf, and 
regulates his actions, as to avoid 
impendent Evils, and to obtain 
thar Good that is ſuitable to his ne- 
ceſſities : So 'tis theeffe&t of Fol- 


ly, 
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ly, not to foreſee Evils to pre- 
vent them, and to neglect the 
Sealon of obtaining what is Good, 
And by how much the Good is 
more valuable and deſirable, and 
the Evil is more pernicious and 
threatning; in proportion, the 
Folly is more-unpardonable and 
woful, that loſes the one, and ex- 
poles to the other. And this is 
juſtly charg'd upon every wilfal 
impenitent Sinner. 

Proſperity comprehends all 
things in the order of Narure, that 
are {ſo much admir'd 'and defir'd 
by Worldly Men; Riches, Ho- 
nours, Pleaſures, Health,Strength, 
Peace, Plenty, and the abun- 
dant Variety of what is grateful 
ro the carnal Mind and Appe- 
rites. by = 

Theſe Bleflings of God, abus'd 
and perverted by the Folly of 
5 c10Y B 3 Men, 
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Men, are.turn'd into Weapons of 
Unrighteouſneſs, to offend God, 
and wound their Souls to verlk&; 
ing Death. 


ThePoint I ſhall inſiſt on, is 
this ; Proſperity abuſed, is Py 
tal and proved to fooliſh 


ONmers. Se 


In the reatng on this Argu- 


ment, I will, ſhew how Pro- 
ſperity i is aelnattive: to the Wic- 
ked. 2. Thar 'ris folly and mad- 
neſs aboveall wonder, when Sin- 
ners abule the Bleſſings of God to 
their deſtruftion. .3. How juſt, 
and certain, and heavy cheir de- 
ſtruction will be. 


rt. I will ſhew how Proſperity 
is deſtructive to the Wicked.In or- 
der to the explicating of this Head, 
| | WE Gong 
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ſome things are to be premilſed. 

1. This great World, with all, 
the Parts and Creatures of which 
'tis compos'd, has an inherent 
Goodneſs and PerteCtion conve- 
nient to the End for which 'twas 
form'd by the Creator, and that 
was to be uſeful and comfortable 
to Man in the Service of God. 
There is no Peſtilence and Con- 
tagion in the nature of things, that 
are pleaſing to.our Faculties : they 
are dangerous, not as made by 
God, but as managed by Satan. 
They .do not pervert the Minds of 
Men from any noxious inherent 
qualities, bur as they are corrupted 
by Concupilſcence. Upon this 
account St, John dehorting Chri- 


ſtians from the Love of the World, 


as inconſiſtent with the Love of 


| God, givesthis realon of it, ® For ©! John 2. 


all that 4s in the World, the luſt of the 
Ba Fleſh, 


1 
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Fleſh, the luft of the Eyes, and the 

pride of Life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the World, He ſignifies the 
Obje&ts, Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures, by the - vicious Aﬀe- 
ions, that make them deadly 
to Men. The Poilon is not in the 
Flower, but in the Spider. And 
the Apoltle {peaking of the puri- 
tying Vertueof the Goſpel, ſays, 
That * exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes are given to 15, that by theſe 
we may be pattakers of the Divine 
Nature, having eſcaped the Corrupti- 
on that # in the World through Luſt. 


1 his is evident by viſible experi- 


ence: for many Holy Men have 
enjoyed Fas Bleſſings with- 


out the offence of God ; and have 


been more holy and heavenly in 
themſelves, more 'beneficial and 
good to others by his Mercies : 
whilſt the Senſual, like the Oce- 


bY 
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an that changes the {weet Showres 
of Heaven into its ſalt Quality, 
turn the Divine Bleſſings into 
| Proviſion for their brutiſh Luſts. 
Ic appears therefore that this Con- 
trariety of Effects is not to be at- 
tributed to the quality of worldly 
things that is always uniform and 
alike, but to the different Diſpoſi- 
tions of the Perſons that uſe them. 
As the fame” Food is healchful or 
hurtful, as the Stomach is clear 
or foul that receives it: In ſome 
It renews the Blood and Spirits, 
ſtrengthens and preſerves Life ; in 
others it jncreaſes the ſickly Mat- 
ter, feeds the Diſeaſe, and brings 
Death more painfully and ſpee- 
dily. | Wo 

A The primary deſign of God 
in his moſt free and rich Benefits, 
| 1s to endear himſelf to us, and 
bind us to his Service: for they 
are 
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are the moſt proper and convin- 
cing expreſies of his Love and 
Goodnels, 'and powerful Motives 
and Per{waſtves to a grateful cor- 
reſpondence of Love and Obedi- 
ence. 1 F drewthem, (auth God, 
with the Cords of a Fan, with Bands 
of Love. © Goodneſs :duly conſi- 
der'd,” engages to pleaſe the Bene- 
faftor. *Tis therefore ſaid by 
St. Paul, ; That the goodneſs of God 
leads Sinners to Repentance, "Tis 
the moſt natural unconſtrained 
Conlequence that the Mind can 
regularly infer from his Clemenc 
and Bounty. The Hearts of Men 
ſhould 'be melted. in tender Re- 
ſentments of their unworthy Con- 
verſation towards him, and en- 
couraged to return to their Duty, 
ſince he will graciouſly receive 
thoſe who unfeignedly repent of 
their Sins: But the Event does 
noct 
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not uſually anſwer God's Aim. £ 4 
Men are harden'd i in Sin by his 2 
oe as! 3 


When - the Wicked abuſe "NF 
Gol $ Bleſſmgs, defear his Kind- F- 
neſs, and: fruſtrate” the excellent 
Ends of -ir,, he moſt righreouſly 
and ſeverdy continues their” Pro- 
ſperiry, thac foments their Luſts, 
and renders them more wilfal 

| and incorr igible, and the more 
guilty of rh&ir own damnation: 

What was {aid by Simeon, con+ 

| cerning the moſt glorious Gift of 

' | God, our Saviour, is applicable 

in this Caſe . Behold, this Child 

, is ſet for the fall of - many in Iſrael, 

- |. and for a' ſign that ſhall be ſpoken 

- againſt, When the riches of Grace 

offered inthe Goſpel, are deſpiſed 

> and neglected, the bleſſed S vj 

1 our of Souls is moſt juſtly or- 

> dained to be the occaſion of their 

{orer 
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ſorer Puniſhment, So: when the 
cotnmon Benefits and: Mercies of 
God are ungratefully perverted 
by Men, to the diſhonour'of the 
Giver, they are by Divine Deter- 
mination ordered, for the aggra- 
vating of their Sins and Sentence. 
Proſperity is a fatal Ambuſh for 
cheir ſurprizal and ruin, according 
to that heavy. Imprecation of the. 
Pſalmiſt, Let their Table become 
a. ſnare to 'them: aifl that which 
ſhould have been for their- welfare,” 
let it become 4 trap, an occaſion of their 
falling. his judgment proceeds 
from the moſt terrible and inexo- 
rable Diſpleaſure : is better and 
more eligible to encounter all the 
ſtorms of a-raging World, than 
roenjoy the calm and ſecurity of 
a. proſperous . Sinner. - For the 
more afflicted. we are by Men, the 
more earneſt are our addreſles ta 

God's 
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God's propitious Throne, to in- 
cline his Mercy to regard and re- 


lieveus : but.a Sinner, the more . 


full fruition be has of the World, 
the more he' forſakes and ,pro- 
vokes God, and the more he is 


| abandon'd to his worſt Enemies, ' 


his Luſts, and Satan; This will 
be amplified more in the follow- 
ing parts of the Diſcourſe. 


This being premisd , we 
come to {hew how Proſperity a- 
bus'd is deſtructive to Sinners, both 
meritoriouſly, as it induces a dead- 
ly guilt, and makes them obnoxi- 
ous to the revenging Wrath of 
God; and effectively as 'tis op- 
polite to the felicity and perfe&ti- 
on. of Man, that conſiſts in the 
renovation of the Image of God 
in the Soul, and in joyful: Com- 


munion with him for ever. This, 


will 
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will appear by the fol lowing Con- 
ations. 

:. Proſperity is the continual 
Incentive of the vicious Aﬀecti- 
ons, the fleſhly Lufts that war againſt 
the Soul ; that deprive it of its 
Beauty, ' Order, Freedom, and 
Felicity. - Man is compounded of 
Fleſh and Spirit ; - by the ane he 
communicates in nature with the 
Beaſts, by the other he confines 
with the Angels. By the original 
Law of Union, the Body was 
ſubje& to the Soul ;- and"tho ta- 
ken from the Earth, did not op= 
preſs it, and hinder its Heavenll 


flight : The Fleſh did not "luſt againſt 


the Spirit, nor the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh. But as the motion of the 
two Eyes in the Head is always 
uniform, and dire&ed the ſame 
way ; ſo Reaſon and Sence ac- 
corded, : the Appetites were regu- 
lar 
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lar and concentrick with the Mind, 
Upon this eſtabliſhed order, the 
internal Peace and Holineſs of 
Man depends. But by the rebel- 
lious Sin of. Adam, the Soul loſt 
its regal Power and Freedom 2 
and as in the firſt temptation the 
Soul infe&ted the Body, ſo naw 
the Body .infe&s the-Soul. - The 
carnal Appetite, the f{pring of 
Luſt and Anger (that infernal 
pair that reigns fo- univerſally) 
over-rules the rational Will, and 
gives Law to Men, 11981 

The love of ſenſual Pleaſures 
is natural to Men ; as Temprati- 
ons are more .charming and in- 
creasd, 'tis more predominant. 
The Senſes, the Fancy,- and /the 
Paſſions, are in a:conlpiracy a- 
gainſt the Soul ; and there is a 
continual circulation - in their 
working, they excite. one ano- 
ther. 


wy 
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ther. By the Sences pleafing 
things obtain an eaſy entrance 
into the Fancy; and Fancy has a 
ſtrange power to charm or territy 

by falſe Repreſentations ; ic am- | 
plifies the Evil, and heightens the 
ſeeming Good of things ; and by 
the inſpiration of Fancy, the Paſ- 
ſions are moved, and the Paſſions 
being allured, bribe and ſeduce 
the Mind, and draw.the conſent 
of the Will by the actual Pleaſure 
that is mixt in the gratifying of 
them. And as Adam loft his In- 
nocence and Paradiſe by his com- 
pliance with the blandiſhments of 
his Wife; ſo the. Soul loſes its pu- 
rity and happineſs, by yielding 
to the Deſires of the Fleſh that 
is in conjun&ion with it. For 
this reaſon, Man in his fallen State 
Is called Fleſh, as if there-were no 
other Principle in his —_—_ 

£3 an 
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and of his Operations.” The Spiz 


_ ritual and more noble Faculties, - 


thar- were made for - delightful 
Communion wich God, ae ſunk 
ines Carnalicy. The deſcripriod 
of Men ws their natural Seate;- by 
the Apoſile,isa full proof of chi : 


We all bud-our (Converſation in eines Epheſ. 2. 


paſti ins tbe Euſts of 'the Fleſh Filfit 


ling the defires of the Fleſfh;" and: of 


the ind, *Tis oblervable tharehe 
laſts of che Fleſh, that ſpring from 
the ſenfual Part, are drawn forth 
ine aft by the concurrene Wills 
of the Fleſh; and of the Mind. 


Thenobler Faculties; ' the-Under- 


| ſanding and Will are'depraved, 
and fred y indulge che Carnal Ap- 
petites nvtheir putſuic of Pleaſures. 
Prodigious degeneracy'of: the rea- 
fonable' Creature! Of: rhis- we 
have a refemblaace in themarvel- 
Jour tracsforming Power of Ni- 

C ture. 
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If a.Cyon-begrafted. into 
a 'Free of ariother kind, -theFruic 
thatigrows on ic. will not be ac- 
cording; toc the iNature;, of ;- the 
Srock, hut of. the Graft that aver- 
rules th& Sap, and-turas.it!to ts 
own quality,” i Thus che Beaſt, is 


143 grafted into the Many:and the in- 


rellecual* Powers. {are. corrupted: 
and. carnal.. The Mijpd is; ega- 
ployed to diſguiſe-the Igaominy 
and Guilt-thart attend the Luſts' of 
the Fleſh.;;,and the. Will conſents 
40 4 ſubmiſſion to thoſe ignoble 
and unruly Appecites;|.iMan; has 
.only | this; privitege;/ that _— 2 
.more::4yyigenious; Brite, to ſpxii)] 

for his faiſual Delires, | and ts :46- 
- , Now in Proſperity, whea:zhe 
Senles argenteriaingg: with. varig- 
ty of: allwwing Objects, ithe Fancy 


1s 


" TY Mw ©T 


vo 
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vn, COUT. no. * 2» 


_ of -Prolpetity, 


is more p—_—_— and'contagi- 


'ous: It has more force, vivacity, 
'and cient,” the more tis conver- 
*fane-about ſenſible things:: And 


the polluted .Imagination is the 


-moſt aRtiye and general Principle 


of i pr» vg Heart : for the 
Mind tranſcribes a Copy of. whac 


4writtein the Fancy, and pre- 


fents iti with a falſe-glols' to- the 
Will, [tha is-ready to -chufe what 
bringsaRtual' pleaſure; And the 
ſenſitive Aﬀections are excited by 
the Faricy;" fo that the preſence of 
4 ſuitable- Object, foments the 
warmth 'into heat; and: turns the 
heat- into'fire, and the fire into 
flame. '' And” the more the carnal 
Aﬀe&ions are indulg'd, the more 
they are inlarg'd, the more im- 


. portunate and head-{trong they 


| become; and the Soul is utter= 


ty diſabled from recovering 
RK” 


Ehe Danger 


ſelf from the befowed. vile: profti- 


tution, to the ignoble and unruly 


lels guiky and defiled,.dnd lefs 
miſerable fot evet, / 3b; they had 
riot beeti ſurrounded: by ; pleaſant 
Femptations' and infanglemenss 

2. Proſperity occaliogally in- 
cenles the. ivaſcible Appetite : For 
the uſual Incentives of Adger, ate 
the croſſing the Deſires, and Con- 
retapt ; and the fironger the: De+ 


fires, the more impatient. they are 


to be controll'd ; and in/ propor- 
tion. to: the heighe of. miintl, is the 
_—_— for any cattemapt that 
15 ofter'd. Now profpetity makes 
the carnal Deſires more «orb» 


tant, and conſequetaly-. raging. 


when ſrufttated. Violent. burn 
ing Deſires, when coacroll'd, pre- 
yoke viokent burhihg: Anger-: 
00 and 


—— 
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of Profperity. 


and Anger inflam'd, extinguiſhes 
the calm" Lighr of Radon: be- 
comes —_ and furious in re- 
V. apprehended [njuries. 
'Tis by ths ry joya'd with Con- 
viction, nur jon ames, 
come Wars and. Fightings among you ? 
Come they nat from Jour Lufts that 
war in your Members ?' The vo- 
uous, ambitious,coverous Pa\- 
fions when diſappointed, are the 
common and natural Cauſes of 
all che bloody Diſorders in the 
World. 

' The other cauſe of Anger, is 
Conemipr, either real or fup- 
pos'd ; and that is more provok- 
ing to thole, who rais'd by Pro 
ſperity, look with a diftance of 
Mind upon others below them. 
Proſperity in any kindſwels Men 
with a vain opinion of 'their 
Worth and Digaity ; .. and makes' 

C 3 them 


From whence James 4. 1. 


_—_ 4 
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AA 


viſibly encounters -them. 


© gon -of their own Image. 


T here 1s a ſtrange diftempe 
the Eyes in ſome Perſons, where- 
ever they look, their own Image 
" The 
reaſon of it is alfign'd by an in- 
quiring Philoſopher, © Thar-the 
 -avifive Faculty has not ſpiritsand 
© yigour'to penetrate through the 
© Air to-{ee other things, and the 
© Airas a Glaſs makes the refleCti- 


them inlolent. and intolerable. 


r -of 


Thus 


one of a ſhallow and weak Un- 
derſtanding, is continually repre- 
ſenting to himſelf his 'own 'con- 
ceited Excellencies. And Proſpe- 
rity increaſes their eſteem of them- 
{elves-unmeaſurably above their 
Juſt value. *Tis like a Concave 
Glaſs that breaks the Rays, and 
dilates the viſive Angle; and by 
- a natural Inchantment, makes an 
" exorbitant Figure, ' a Dwart-to 


ap Pear 


PEE 


LE O— 


of -Pzoſperity. 


2PPeAaL..;4. lant, ; Now as Pride; 


is the,ulyual Concomitant, of Pro- 
(pericy,..fo. there is no Paſſion {9 
inſeparable -from Pride, and:ſo 


proper to it,, as Anger...,, By Pride Prov.13.10. 


comes ( ontentiqn.., tis the. obſerva- 
tion of. the wiſelt Man, coofirm'd 
by. univerſal Experience... Pride 
makes; Mer imperious.and. impa- 
rient,.. boiſterous and; ſtormy a- 
gainſt al} thas offead them: .Pride, 
Anger, . and Revenge, ;'like Ser- 
pents.. twine - and , wreath abous 


one.another. | Pride.interprets an 


Offence as an high Contetnpr; and 
railes Anger ;' and, Anger.. prq- 
yok'd, takes proportionable: re- 
venge to the conceived Injury. 
Ve have a Tragical Inſtance of 


rhis recorded in Scripture. | X Ha- 2 Kings 8. 


zal when foretold by. the moura- 
jog. Prophet, that he would ſtain 

himſelf _yyith the Innocent. Blood. of 
-. C 4 the 
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LS 


the Iſraelires, ſlay therr yone Men 
with the 'Sword, ani Haſh #heir Chil- 
dren, -and-rip > their' Wemen with 
Child: He ſtartled at-it as an exe- 


- ctable Cruelty; td: Hazael ſaid, 


But whats thy Servant a Doy that he 


fhoald do this great thing ”: And Fli- 


tha anſwered,” The Lord hath ſhewed 
me, that thon ſhalt be King over Sy- 


ria. - When advanc'd toempire, 
be deveſted humanity. Pride ar- 
red with Power is furious at 
Hon , - and the Jaiming Pal- 


fion, like a frig httul Comet Fx 


 fagesand enkanntite 


Thas is evident how the Luſts 
of the Flefh are fornenred by Pro- 


 ſpericy, 


:. Proſperity inclines Sinners 
to: an impious negle@t of God, that 
isa Sin of thehigheſt Nature, and 
prolifick of Tt _ 
A 


| 


of Proſperity, 


25 


A Sin is an ireegularicy richer 
in the excels or the defective Ex- 
rreme, eſther in-overvalring and 
loving the Creawre, or inthe dif- 


eſteem and indifference to-the- 
Creator, and Proſperity increaſes: 


the averſion -of the carnal Hear 
from God, in the ſame degrees as 


ir trengrhens the propenlit tothe 
World. For: theopenin 7 ir 
will be neceſſary*to vers. a7 
eſſencial and eternal ReſpeRs due 
from the reaſonable CINE To 
God. And they are four com- 


prehenfive of all rhereft. 
(1.) Aſolemathankful mop. 


nition -of him as the Author of 


our Beings, and all che Oputens 


we enjoy. 

(2.) Supreme love to him. 
"i(3.) An humble fear of his 
Dilplealare,- © 


(4) Entire 


:2(4) Endie; obedience /t@ bis 
Wall. wif As;1n, this::3 egular, Ut if 
verle-every ;kind, ph; being, has. 
Its proper; End; -:fo-at canng-þe. 
denied; without: the:molk eyident 
ablurdicy,, that /God;-in all. theſe; 
reſpe&ts is: the: chi f End of. 
Manat i bin onng! $7,088 

(1) A ſolemn thankful -recog- 
nition'of. God, as:the Author of 
Qur: Beings, and-all-our Comforts, 
is continually due to, him. - The 
negle& of this is. ſa.contumelious, 
and ſo contraty //to; thoſe,,auolt 
bindiog Obligations to,his Mercy 
and Goadnels; that 'tis an Offence 
infigitely »provokiag. In every, 

Tranſgreflion the authority of .the 
Lawgiver Is defpiled b:. but this | 
zmmediatly refle&s, diſhonour up- 
on the Deity. As a common: Fe: 
lony is a breach of che King's 


Laws, 


a 


Akois, Fn Treaſon bt fly bigs | 
lates his Eaws; but Ririkesimme- 


dacly: at hisPer6n-and Dignity. 


Now: Proſperity -inclines ſenſual 
Perfons-co-this wretched neple& 
of God, Fhe' World; with all 
is -deſirable things has the Do: 
minion and full' Poſſeſſion of che 
Underſtandings,” Memories, 'and 
Hearts of Men, and' ſerious 
Thoughts, with warm AﬀeCtions 
rowards God are baniſh'd' from 
them: *Tis the 'CharaQter wy 2 
Wicked Perſon; but moſpro 
ro'him in his Prof} veriey, Ge 
not in all bu” eng he of this 
Impiety there are ſeveraF Degrees: 
the higheſt is explicic Atheiſm, a 
disbelief of God and his Provi- 
dence, of his Being and' Bounty ; 
andthis is '{omietimes occaſioned 
by plentiful Proſperity. And the 
Conſequences are, Pride "that 
| blaſts 


The 1 


"blaſts the Mind, \a$ i0 were, wich 
nd (Gonfdance in-che 
things -of 'zhis; Work | Of chis | / 
we Ries oniſhing inſtances int 
the Scripture.  Mebuchadnezzar 
 tranſparced ina vai-gloriousfluſh 
of Joy, x the view of his Mmag- | 
 nificeat Wiorks, breaks forch 1a 
thole lefty inlolent E | 
- babe, great Bale! that I -keve 
buil, for abe Houſe of my Kingdom, 
by the of my Power, and the 
honour " wHaje ly? asif hehad 
xa is Own power, 
and dil vox 0608 his Groctted to 
the King of fleaven. Thus 'tis 
charg'd ag ialt the Prince of Ty- 
Exck. 28. 2. 745, Fly Elear #1lfced up becauſe of 
thy Riches ; and thou haſt 1 1 am 
a God, and fit 41 #he Seat of God-,- 
and thou ſots thine Heart as the Heart 
of God, He prefum'd that his 
Throne for Glory and Stabiliry. 


. Was 


i. 
Ld 


gene tnny 
« fa ha «org 
| Ina ow" 


this full 
keviden 
A 
pt. to _— TIED 
— ET : 
any! {exious: owrledgraent of : 
che Divine non | 
Liberality : 
= _ and Beaeki- 
2 = os ag Seneh- 
tex. had not ae 
_ 0 [IT 
rondery which — n 
= wt , le Stones, 
$9. Qras if ion 
are: 


requi- 


PR 
EN 


"Thodniger 


requili ice the Hand@f the Give 


ſhould be as viſibieuslkis GilgghS. 


ighth_of  kniparpitn al 
bei im 
(2 and Wbrds:; yet 
proſperous Siring are vabways: 
guilty of! an imerpretative/ and 
-" vittgal.” denial of God : : they 
have trot" a* ſolemn: -praveful re 
 memibrance 'of theit Benefadtor 
andhiv Benefics,) anda due ſenſe: 
of their” dependaiicecipon him- 
- was the-wile- Holy Counlet 
of te Tſracl they ſhonld 
be' paſſe = Cn es 'place full. 


nd profit; Jhed thou: 


Ids, antart fill, thenbes> 
ware left thiu forget #110 >The: 
Cantion f6 enfort'd, Intimates. 
firful q "of rope the ales 


1 


bl 


Azgakes ag—_— of all good 
gs to; his xovidence, :4 comms 
Þencal viſit: in extetior Wore 
=p; yer without an inward core 
dial-tenſe of ourdear Obligations 
for.his moſt;free Favours. ::'The 
Apoftle. charges : the! Rib (ni-thi 
World, not to wu nncertoie Riches; 
but in the living ;Gad.' > Soofbolithly 
are:Men proneto depend; for pro- 
teion,; repiitation, Jhd: mobaiſ 
onot all things upontheiv:Eftares; 
as if they. were -uncoalumable, 
and a tay arm Rath, who 
+ thealone . ſufficient: Fouadationa 
of all:our Hopes and Comfort: (;: 
{2.) SupremedLoye ta:God: is 
akvindif ne pens! | 


upon. the accounts: of.,,his:moſk 
_m_ Excelhendies and Benefits, 
alti love:the Lord with call thy 


th all thy. Soul? with alLthy 
Sr with all.thy- — 


OR 


"41 
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this is the firſt and groas Command- 
ment, and confequem|y 'a- gal. 
neſs and indifferency to. Gn 
much more a ftrong averſion fron 
him; wa ſivof che: moſt heinous 
mature ; now ns 7g ers 4 
ſpecial -yjhatigniey wv diflticlis 
the Hear from God. The fu+ - 
preme Love of God includes an 
A&& of the Underſtanding, atran- 
ſcendent eftcem of is Favouic ; 
Thy lovinz-kindneſs is' better than 
Life ; s mipives the Soul with: ar- 
follows bard after sbee ; it produces 
the -moſt joyful 'ſatisfaQion in 
Communion with - him, The 
Thoughts of God are unſpeakabl 
precieus and co the _ 
ces, wy —rE Means oy col- 
veying his Grace, are highly" va- 
bed) nd Sin char __ and 
ſoparacs from God, is hated as the 
greateſt 


et fm kk WU AHA cs RN N  . 


millt - be refined va heavenly 
mper, to {ome degrees of An- 
pelical Purity, before 'ris capable 
of Lighrroſce his ſpiricual Excel- 
lencies, -and Love to enjoy them, 
And if the Soul does nor mako the 
| * Body Heavenly and Spirimal, che 
Body will make the Sou] Earthly 
and Fleſhly. From hence it is 
thar-the affluence of things plea- 
fing to the Senles, faftens the 
carnal Heart t@ the World as its 
Happineſs and Heaven ; | it' dar- 
kens the- Mind, and vitiates the 
Aﬀe&tions, that the Soul can nei- 
ther taſte nor ſee how good the Lord 
£. *'Tis the univerlal Character 
of Men in the carnal State; they 
are lovers of Pleaſure, more. than 
lovers of God. And a remiſler de- 
gree of Loveis comparative Hae 
' | rred. ' ASinof altonithing guilt, 
D 


and 
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An non pena tion 
ſatis eff te ble lols, that when truly under- 


and not leſs odious to God, 
and damning in its Nature,j#hi 
little obſerved and reſented by 
carnal Men : for the higheſt dil- 
honour of God is complicated 
with diſobedience in it. A Sin 
that deſerves and inflits the ſoreſt 
Puniſhment ; for God alone, 
whoſe goodneſs. is infinite, can 
make us pertealy and eternally 
happy ; and the ſpiritual ſepara- 

"Af him is ſuch an unvalua- 


ſtood, is the foundation of the 
heavieſt ſorrow. 
(3+) The Fear of God, is a 
moſt diſtant aftetion from the 
Heart of the fooliſh Sinner in his 
Proſperity. The Fear of Reve- 
rence, and the awful eſteem of 
God, that proceeds from the re- 
fleion upon his glorious great- 
nels,is a grace that remains in Hea- 
| ven : 


mmo—— 


_ of Proſperity. 35 
ven : the Angels in all their brighe 


degrees of Excellence cover their 
faces before his Throne. The fear 
of. Circumſpe&ion that reftrains 
| | from dilplealing bim.upon the ac- - 
\ | count of his Juſtice and Power, is 
a proper Aﬀection to Men in the 
preſent ſtate. The Blefled in 
\ | Heaven are above this Fear, being 
| confirm'd in a ſtateof unchange- 
able perfection and ' felicity : the 
Damned in Hell are below this 
Fear, in that no change can make 
their Condition worle : but *ris 
molt uſeful and congruous in this 
middle ſtate. This Fear of God 
is the beginning of Wiſdom, the firſt 
and chiefeſt part of it; in reſpect 
of. Order and Dignity. ' For the 
true Notion of Wiſdom, conſiſts 
in the foreſight of Evils,' in the 
choice and uſe of effte&tual means 
to avoid it, and it; is the belt 
D 2 Wiidom 
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Wiſdom that avoids the greateſt 
Danger. This Fear is the Prin- 
ciple of Converſion from Sin to 
Holinefs ; exciting us to make 
- God our Friend, who is ſo dread- 
ful an Adverlary, ſo Holy and 
Juſt, that he will nor connive at 
Sin, and ſpare the Guilty and Im- 
penitent; atid ſo powerful, that 
wich one ſtroke he can utterly de- 
troy his moſt ſtubborn Enemies. 
Carnal Security is dire&tly oppo- 
ſite to this Fear of God, and no- 
thing dots more harden and fort 
fy Men in Security, than a pro- 
Gn State. The Yoluptuous 
and Senſual are without appre- 
henſion of Danger, till imminent 
and in their view. Becauſe they 
have no changes, therefore they fear 
not God. Uninterrtpred Proſpe- 
rity tempted them to Atheiſtical 
Security : and as none ate ſollici- 
vorey | rous 


of D2oſperity, 


_— 


tous. jiand in anxiety, leſt the Sun, 
whole prelence is the ſupport and 
beauty of the World, {hould not 
ariſe in the morning, becaule its 
regular courle is eltabliſh'd and 
conſtant ;.and it would be a Mi- 
racle contravening the Order of 
Nature if .it ſhould be ſtop'd ; 
Thus the long enjoyment of Plen- 
ty, and Eaſe, and Peace, renders 
Men conſtantly ſecure and fear- 
leſs, as if the tenor of their Pro- 
ſperity were invariable, and no 
evil could diſturb it;or atleaſt they 
will ſet back the expectation of 
Evil at a great diſtance, like thoſe 


prophane Scorners mentioned by 
the Prophet, They ſay, the Viſion be 


ſees is for many days to come, be pro 


phefies of the times afar off, and 
with a brutiſh ſtupidity, fight the 


Divine "Threatnings. And from 


hence it follows, that none are ſo 


D 3 re- 
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rebelliouſly and boldly dilobedi- 
' ent, as. the proſperous Sinner ; 
which is che fourth thing to be 
conſigered. 

(4.) Entire Obedience is 4s 
to the Supreme Lawygiver, who 
- is able to {ave and deſtroy for 
ever: yet he. is mercifully in- 
clin'd to pardon the Infirmities of 
Men, and greater Sins retracted 
by Repentance. There are Sins 
_ of Ignorance,when a Man daſhes 
blindfold againſt the Law ; and 
of {uddain furreprtion, when there 
15 no time to deliberate, and for 
recollection ; and the beſt are not: 
exempted here from Sins of this 
nature : there are Sins of deadly 
* maligniry, when Men are care- 
| Tefs of God's Commands, and .in- 
' dulge their Luſts; tho not without 
ſome remorſe. 'Bur the proſpe- 
xous Sinner js uſually moſt pre- 


lump- 


of D2oſperity. 


fumptuous, he ſins with a high 
hand, and incurrs a greater guilr, 
_ and ſhall be expoſed to greater 

puniſhment. When the Fear of 
God is extinguiſh'd, Luxury takes 
the Reins, and breaks through the 
Hedg of the Law,without feeling 
the wounding Thorns, the fearful 
Threatnings init; and drives on 
through all' the degrees of Sin. 
'Tis 5 aggravation of the 1ſrae- 


lites Ingratitude ; Jelurun waxed Dent-32-15 


fat, and kicked, and lightly'efteemed 
the Rock of hus Salvation. They 
were like Beaſts high fed, that be- 
come herce and untraQtable, will 
endureno Yoke upon them. The 
proſperous Sinner ſecurely delpi- 
ſes the Commands of God, and 
by an implicit' Blaſphemy dares 
his offended Omnipotence, as if 
he were ſtronger than the Lord. 
He concludes his ſafery from, his 
D4 preſent 
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I9, 20. 


| 2 Cor. 4. 


Deut. 29. preſene ſaccels, and ſays in « bis 


heart, : 1, ſhall have. Peace, .tho I walk 
in the imagination of mine heart, iand 
add ſin to \jm;: The Lord will not 

are him, but'the anger of the Lord 
ſhall ſmoke agamſt that Men to bs 
deftruttion, 


J. Proſperity expoſes dange- 
rouſly!to the tempting /Power .of 
Satan, whole Subtilty, Malice, 
and Diligence, is always exercilad 
in-training. Men.to Perdition, His 


deſtraftive Power. cannot make 


immediate impreſſions on. .the 
Soul, bur he rempts by Objects 
withous, and.the Aﬀections with- 
in; the "World and .che-Eleſh that 
are in combination with. him. - He 
ts accordingly Riled, the God. of 
this World, as he reigns inthe Men 
of the World, by ulingthe things 
of the World, ro ee, and eſta- 
bliſh 


of P2olperity. 


bliſh his Kingdom. . 'He blinds 
their eyes by glittering /Temprarti- 
ons, deceives and [{urprizes chem 
by his Fallacies. And altho 'tis 
difficulr to conceive and unfold 
his internal Agency, and pernici- 
ous Operations ; and 'tis certain he 
cannot make aforcible eatry.into 
the Soul, . and temnapt with -preva- 
lency and ſucceſs, without the 
conſent. of the Will, :yer we axe 
rold, that he is a /prime Mover in 
; E the ſins of Men. He entred into 
Judas, . and by puttihg a luftre-on 
the Silver, exciting; his -coverous = 
|| defires, -prevail'd with him to be- «2 
tray the Lord of Glory. He works Epheſ. 2. 2 © 

powerfully in'the Children of Diſobedi- 

, ence. ;Fhey are as/it were poſ- 

| ſels'dandadted'by his' ſtrong In- 
citations. They are-faid-to-be $4- 2 Tim. 2. L 

- ken captive-by him at his:-Will, * Tis 

an alluſion to the -catching of 
Beaſts, 


The Danger 
Beaſts ; when by the addrels and 


craft of the” Hunters; they are 
drawn or utrÞ/d 'into the toil pre- | | 
pared forthem. Now Proſperi- 
ty furniſhes him with the Materi- || 
als whereof he weaves the moſt 
fatal Snares: for his ſtrength and 
art to deſtroy © principally lie 
in fpecious” Repreſentations, and 
fallacious Promiſes of happineſs 
in-the enjoyment of worldly 
things. This will appear, by con- 
ſidering, | | 

1. That pleaſant Temptations 
aremoſt apr to ſeduce the Souls of 
Men'to ruin. - As in {owing the 
Earth, when there is a congruity 
between the'Soil and the Seed, 'ris 
nourifh'd' and ſprings up to a 
plentiful -Harveſt. So' when 
Temprations are ſuitable to the 
heart, they are entertain'd with 
complacency, and are produRtive - 


of 
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of P2oſperity, : 


x actual ' Sins. Every ' Man is James 1 
tempted (cum effefiu by Satan) when 14,15: 


he #s drawn” away by his own Luſt, 
and enticed * the'ſenlual Appetite is 
drawn forth 'by things ' grateful 
. tit: Then "when Luſt bath concei- 
ved, it bringeth forth Sin ; and Sin, 
when "tis "fmiſh'd, bringeth forth 
' Death. When the Appetite has 
| obtain'd the conſent of the Will; 
the complear a&t of Sin follows ; 
and Sin habitually indulg'd, ends 

in Death; | 
Some Temptations of Satan 
are of ſuch a black Complexion, 
and {o terrible to humane Nature, 
that the Soul reſiſts them, till by 
violence and reſtleſs importyniry 
'tis overcome: But by the At- 
tractives of Pleaſure he eaſily 
prevails, As in cutting of 'Tim- 
ber, if on ſtrikes crols the Grain, 
there is ſtrong reliſtance , = if 
ne 
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the blow follows the Vein. of the 


Wood, 'it eaſily cleaves. aſunder. 

The' Temptations of Riches, Ho- 

nour, and Plealures, . are ſo de- 

liphtful, that-che Devil commands 

 orperſwades Mentoa compliance 
with them. 

Beſides, his malice.in pleaſant 
Temptations is leſs diſcernible ; 
2nd conſequently Men.do not by 
Circumſpe&ion, and Prayer for 
Divine Grace, preſerve them- 
ſelves from the miſchief of them. 
If we are fiercely afſaulted b 
unnatural Temptations that —_ 
extraordinary Aganies- of Spirit, 
we 'feek for ſupernatural Affi- 
ſtance, and fortify our-ſelves with 
holy Reſolutions againſt the open 
Enemy. But by the pleaſures of 
Sin, he - infinuates \into Mens 
Heants, and feeds the deadly Dil- 
eaſe fo i Wind that: nd dil- 


COVET 
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cover notthar danger till paſt re- 
covety. Therefore be deſtroys 
more. by his Serpentine Suggefti- 
ons, by winning Charms, than by 
fiery Rage. Indeedihe is never 
more a Devil, than' when he de- 
ceives; and we are divinely warn'd 
of his Gaile, Devices, and Wiles, that 
we may tiocbe {urpris'd and ruin'd 
by our inviſible Adverfary. 
- 2. Plenciful Proſperity affords 


variety of, Temptations, which he. 
makes uſe of to prevent the faries-. 


ty and diflike that the ſame repea- 
ted Temptations would cauſe. 
Since Man was divided from God, 
the true Center of -the Soul, he 
breaks into'a thouſand irregular 
Deſires; and in the: Apoltle's 
phraſe, ſerves divers Luſts and Pla 
ſures: and the Vanities of the 
World dorather cloy than (arisfy} 
chat which /brings cranſporci 
Joy 
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Lhe Danger: 
Joy. at firlt, by continuance be- 


comes nauſeous and infipid. Now 
the Tempter,. with the abundance 
of Proſperity, ſo orders his temp- 
tations, as to take off the weari- 
neſs of one- pleaſure by another, 
and keeps his Slaves-in .the Magi- 
cal Circle of Variety, - As a rich 
Epicure provides a Univerſe of 
=» Luxury, commands the four Ele- 
-  * Nec mera, ments to. make a ſhow , * the 
quod pot E.th, the: Air, the Water, of 


uwod terra,  . . : 
on edcat their Treaſures, and the Fire of its 


cite the languiſhing Appetite, to 

ive a reliſh to Intemperance, and 
fevsly the greedy Eye, /as well as 
the blind Belly. Thus Satan, the 
Archite& of Pleaſure, brings out 
of..his Storehouſe ſeveral kinds of 


| flame the Carnal Appetite when 
faced: without variety deſire often 
vor | fails 


——— 
» 


aer, poſcit. Art to dreſs them, thereby to ex-_ 
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delightful Temptations, to: rein-. 
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fails the Man, and Pleaſure fails 
the Deſire. Voluptuaries are 
diffolv'd in the changing ſtreams 
of Pleaſure. 

44s [dleneſs, that is. often the 
concomitant of Proſperity, gives 
him a tempting opportunity, and 
makes Men more receptive of his 
temptations. "The Sin and De- 
ſtruction of Sodom was from hence, 


This was ' the Iniquity” of Sodom, Ezek.16.49. 


Pride, fulneſs of Bread, and Hle- 
. neſs 1was' in her, and her "Daughters. 
Fhe idle Perſon preyents the De- 
vil, beckens the Tempter to-do 
bis Office. When the Houſe i 
empty, the Mind not exercis'd with 
better  Employments, - and the 
Heart is looſe and unguarded, the 
Temper is invited to take Poſle(- 

ſion. 
Idleneſs is direly oppoſite to 
Life, as: well as Felicity. To 
| live, 


_ 
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—— 
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tive, is to be in aCtion. Inanimate 
things are only bound with a dead 
reft. And amonyfſt inanimate 
Bodies, as they aſcend in Perfe- 
&ion, they are more Aive. The 
Heavens thar excel in fcituation 
and qualities all things that ate 
without Life, are in contimual' mo- 
tion. And Man's Felicity confifts 
in the moſt perfe& Attions of the 
moſt perfect Life ; in 'the Vifton 
and Enjoyment of the Blefled 
God. * Now Man naturally being 
ayers from a tate contrary to Life 
and Felicity, if he is not employ- 
ed in buſineſs becoming the reaſo- 
nable immortal. Soul, rather than 
languiſh in idleneſs, is ative in 
making proviſuon for the Fleſh, to 
fulfil the Luſts thereof. Time is 
tedious, and that it may paſs a- 
way pleaſantly, Men ſeek for 


Diverſions that are uſually either. 
{inful 
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ſinful in cheir own Nature, or 
connext with Sins. 34 
A lawful Employment, is a 
double ſecurity againſt Tempta. 
tions : Partly Divine, as it enti- 
tles us to: God's Providence over 
us; for whilſt we are obeying his 
Command, we are encouraged 
by his Promiſe, that be will keep us 
in all our ways; either prevent 
Temptations, or afford us aſli- 
tance to vanquiſh them: And 
partly Natural ; for whilſt we are 
diligently exercis'd in a lawful 


Calling, the Mind is not ar leiſure 


to attend the Temprartion, and the 
Senſes do. not ſo eaſily admit 
thoſe Objects that betray the 


Soul. And 'tis obſervable, thac 


od, who is merciful in his Cha- 
iſements, orders that fallen Man 
ſhould obtain the Fruits of the 
Earth to ſupport his Life by the 
- E [weat 


”. + > 8 


* Ut remos 


agere poſſint, T humbs, that they might be | 
haftas tra- # uncapable-to manage a Spear, 


. Ftare non 


foſſmrt. 


ſwear of: his Brows;-chac his uns 
ceſſant Labour might” preſerve . 
him fron Idleyels , which to cor-Þj : 
xupt Nature is the feminary elf : 


fo many vile Lufts. . | 
4-' As the Temptations - of 


 Proſpericy- make - Men” an eaſy 


Prey to Satan, ſo they keep them 
in the moſt. perfe&t and miſerable 


| bondage under his Power. .When 


he has taken hold of their Aﬀeaiill 
ons, he leads them captive at bis Will. 
They are freely. drawn by the 


. plealing force off his Temptatt 


ons: they are voluntary Slaves, 
and in. love with their Captivity. 
"T'was the cruel and crafty advice 
ofter'd to: the Athenians, to kee 
the ſubdued Inhabitants of -Egindf 
from rebelling, to cut off their 


and by War obtain @ viforious 
” reſcue 
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reſcue from their Tyranny, my 
be fitito pull the Oarin the Gal- 
dealing with his Slaves ; for: by - 
thy pleafares of Sin, their Heatrs 
are weak, diſabled from vigorous 


*Tis an Emblem-of Satan's 


42nd holy Reſolurions'to: refit his 
power ; 'they cannot make nſe of 
the Armor 'of 


conftant ar the Oar, 'and' fairhful 
to their Ohains. 
*tis evident that' Men are never 
more 'dahgerouſly under the de- 
fracive power of Satan than 
when they enjoy Proſperity. 

- (3, Proſperity is deſtructive to 


_many, in charit affords them ad- 


vantages 'to-corrupt others, and 


 teciprocally® expoſes 'them to be 


corrupted by others. ' Perſons ig 
Dignity, "Wealth, - and': Power, 
mm E 2 when 


= — 


| God fot: their De- - 
Fence *' and their Luſtsare-Rrong, 
they are'ipatient'of his Drudgery, + 


And from hence - 
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when depraved: in their Inclinati- 
ons and Actions, are like publick 
Fountains poilon'd, that convey! 
ihe. enim a ſpreading ruin abroad. *. Their 
Conait - = 
—t—_ je evil Example has a pernicious Jn 
ut quicquid uence, and more commandin 
faciunt pre- Efficacy as a Rule, than their Laws 
cipefe wide- R : | 
aur, & they ordain as Rulers, "The Man- 
perniciefiſſ- ners of Princes. are as current as 
mms elt ma s j > 
res maximu their Mony, chart being ſtamp d 
o%/q; ««- with their Image and. Su me” 
""Onlald tion, tho the Metal be bale, paſles 
freely among the People. The 
reaſon of it 1s evident, for with- 
out the reſtraints of ſhame and 
fear, the ſenſual PaGlions are rio- 
rous and licencious. -, | 
-» Shame, is adilplealureat Eyvils 
that. are attended with diſhonour 
and infamy, eſpecially ar finful 
Evils thatare ſo ſhameful in their 
own Nature, that the moſt ſor- 


did things in compariſon are leſs 
et 1gno- 
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- ignominious. Now foul Vices 


when pradtis'd by Men of conſpi- 
cuous Eminence, do not ſeem 


\ with that rurpicude and deformity 
' 235 45 inherent 1n their Nature. As 


2 muddy Vapour drawn up by 
the Sun, and enamel'd md, the 


- Rays of Light, appears amiable 


to.the' Eye, not dreggy and foul 
as "tis in - it, ſelf. Innumerable 
miſcarry by the vicious Examples 
of Perſons in Honour ; for when 
Sins are gilded over with credita- 
blenels, many think it neceſſary 
to be unholy, chat is, cruly vile, 
that they may be faſhionably no- 
ble. And when thoſe that are 
in Power abuſe it, as a privilege 
for licenciouſneſs in Sin, inferi- 
ors are viciouſly bold, expecting 
Facility and Indulgence in the 
pardoning thoſe Faults of which 
their Superiors are guilty : And 

_ E 3 thoſe 
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= | thoſe who do not fear ta be pu- 
niſh'd, do not fear to fin... .'Thus | 
Tjſe vitia amongſt the Heathens, Lafcivioul- ' 


yel;owſa 
Tenge ie neſs was lawleſs, becauſe. they a- 


x07: 10do non {cribed their vicious Paſſions to- 
vieanur, ſed their ſuppoſed Deities, and did 
coluntur. y LEES : 
Lact. not fear. their revenging ; Juſtice 
for what was-practis'd_ by them. 
Belides, .Prolperity. expoles the 
Rich and Great to be; more cor- 
rupted by others. Servile Spirits 
will be cruelly oblequious to the 
Humors and Lults of thoſe updn 
whom they depend, and the rea- 
dy Inſtruments of accompliſhing 
their irregular Deſires, *Tis their 
Intereſt to, pleale them, from 
whom they receive Favours. and 
Benefits. And how .few have 1{o 
firm a Vertue, as to break the 
twiſted Temptations of Pleaſure 
and Profit ?  'The Rich and Great 
In. the World, are uſually attended 
51 Foy with 


wich, a train of Dependents, or 
vicious Aflociates, whole compli- 


'S ance is very influential to: harden 


a vicious Diſpoſition into a cor- 
rupt Habit. Theſe are under-- 
workers to . Satan the Maſter- 
tempter, and feed the double Ele- 
ment of infernal Fire, Luft and 
Rage, in the. Breaſts of thoſe 
with whom they coenverle.. *Tis 
_ the peculiar miſery of Men in a 
high and' flouriſhing Condition, 


that they have many * Flatterers,, * Nov me 

and few Friends. Few or none? ** + 
: mico & adu- 

dare faithfully reprefent their 1aore. Pho- 


Sins and Danger, left the ſight of cion Anti 


their Guilt in its true reflexion,, 
ſhould offend them. As Love is 
blind to others, ſo eſpecially to 
one's ſelf; and mercenary Wret- 
ches, by the moſt vile flattery, 
endeavour to make them believe 

of themſelves, what is pleaſing 
E 4 t@ 


hk —— 


56 © The Danger 


es, 
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to them to believe. Such to in- 
ratiate, will commend the mere 

| PRE of Vertue, as ſubſtantial 
Vertue; and excule real groſs 
Vices, as but the ſhadows of Vice. 
By deceitful Arts they. colour and 
conceal the native uglineſs of Sin, 
under a thin appearance and name 
» v- of ® Yertue. "Thearrogant and 
— "-- revengeful, they call generous ; 
mY the covetous, frugal; the laſcivi- 
cent; the malicious, wary and cau- 

tious ; the brutiſh and ſecure, con- 

raziow. The Converlation of 

ſuch is infinitely dangerous. and 
corrupting : for under the dif- 

guiſe of Friendſhip they are the 

moſt deadly Enemies. What 

greater danger of being poiſon'd 

A can there be, than when by Arrt 


the taſte of Poiſon is taken away 


from the Poiſon, and- there is 
no 


ous, gentile ; the prodigal, magni 
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no ſuſpicion of the Traitor that 
gives it? "Thus 'tis further evi- 
dent, that Proſperity is very dan- 
gerous to the Souls of Men, 
4- The Proſperity of Sinners 
uſually renders the means of Grace 
| inefteual, that ſhould reclaim 
and reform them, - and conſe- 
quently their -DeſtruQtion is re- 
medileſs. The Means of Grace 
are Internal or External : Inter- 
nal, the motions of the. Hal 
Spirit, and the Convidtions and 
Excitations of Conſcience : Ex- 
ternal, the Miniſtry of the Word, 
and the Counſels of faithful 
Friends , all which are uſually 
made fruſtrate and inefficacious 
by the Vices and Luſts of the 
Proſperous. E- 
1, Proſperity makes Sinners 
more uncapable of receiving the 
heavenly Impreſſions of the Spi- 
rit, 


you 
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Jude. 


Gal. $+ 


rit, and obftinate in reliting his 
gracious workinge:; | The Fleſh and 
the Spirit are contrary: And ace 
cordingly 'as the carnal Appetite 
has dominion and; over-rules . in 


Men, ſuch is their. oppoſition to 
his reſtraints from, Evil, or his. 
motions to whatis holy.and g ood... 
The ſenſual have not. the Sort, 


They wilfully refuſe: to give ad- 
miſſion tothim, when by inward 
impulſes he ſollicits "+ and 
have a ſtubborn. and aRive COn- 
trariety to: his Attributes and gra- 
cious Operations. [He is ftiled 
the Spirit of Power, and Love, and 
& ſound Hind. He communicates 
a ſacred; Sovereign: Vertue. to. the 
Soul, whereby the irregular Pal- 
fions are reduc'd to the obedience 
of the ſandtified Mind, and the 
reigning power of Sitvis diſſoly'd. 
He is a- free Spinis, and reſtores 
rhe 
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the Soul tottyeand perfect Liber- 
ty, by inlarging the Will, and. 
it commenſurate wih-the 
Divine Will : and from. hence. ic 
is the- inſeparable CharaQer,of a 
converted Perſon,. he is willing. 
to-do what God will have hinz-de, 
andito be what God will have hins 
be. | But ſenſual Perſons, bythe 
pleaſant infuſions of -ferviliey 
tom che Tempter, and: carnal 
Objects, have loſt thei. 5 


=; * defire of ſpiritual Libetray, * Nec te pe 


and: reſift the, haly. Spirit, w 
he offers. to h_ the Bands. of / 
their Lufts. The. Spirit! ins con- 
verting the Soul, - inſpires is, with 
heavenly. Love 'to God: fer the 

ever-latisfying beauty. of - bis Per- 
tetions ; and- from, Love: pro- 
ceeds intellectual delight im com- 
munion with him, in affeRionate 
alcents to. him, and his gracious 


de- 


Lhe Danger 
deſcents to the Soul © but the Sen- 
ſual are' faſtned 'in' the Mire of 
their fordid Pleaſures, and can 
take no heavenly flight, and reliſh 
no Hivine-Oomfoitg. The Spiric 


ſincerely o 
And from hence 'the corrupting 


things appear in their reality and 
excellency, and are choſen and 
ſought with perſevering dili- 


rpetual Furnace, whoſe Smoke 
darkens the Mind, that it cannot 
diſcover ſublime and heavenly 
Excellencies; and whoſe impure 


neſt in the purſuit of fleſhly Plea- 
ſures. Briefly, nothing does more 
quench the Spirit in his illumina- 
ting, quickning, and attraQtive 
Ope- 


— 


produces « fond Hind, to judg 
things as they are. 


Vanities of the World loſe their 
attractive Charms, and eternal 


_ gence:. Butthe ſenſual Heart is a 


Heat fires the Will, that 'tis ear- 
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Operations, than Senſuality : and 
nothing more heightens ſenſuali- 
ty, and increaſes the ayerineſs of 
carnal Men to, the holy; Law. of 
God, and makes their Converſi- 
on more difficult.chan Proſperity. 
Indeed, the Spirit of God can by. 
effeual Grace convert the mo 

unprepared habituate Sinner, , the 
molt obſtinate Enemy of Holi- 
neſs.; he can melc che moſt rocky: 
ftyubborn Heart, into a holy ſofc- 
neſs'and compliance with its Du- 
ty: for creating Power is of in- 
fallible Efficacy ; and there are 
ſome Obje&s and Miracles of 
Divine Grace, that are the ever- 
laſting Monuments of its glorious 
Power in ſubduing the - moſt 
fierce violence of =. 40A Sin- 
ners. | But the Spirit of God does 
not work as natural Agents,” that 
are: ative to the extent of. their 
Power. 
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Pdwet.” 
alt their force.” und” the Sin itt 
liphtens the Air with all irs triſter. 
1e holy Spirit ivan _ ne 


ag" For nary Agee, 


Wiſlorn. 
ygnant' to the— Divine Atti#- 
bures, *that ris "impoſſible God 
= d'-do them: '*rhe Apoſtle 
that God cannot he, for "its 
jos 7 tohis Truth, one of © his 
efſeritla iPerfeRtions. And is : as 
fe that lie fhonld do aty 
He ee g his Wiſd6m. 
_ che ſenſual World; 
Ro fo aft not always ſtrive 
or be is Fleſh that's; 
Ee indylp ent to his fleſh- 
Y Appetites, and alway oppo- 
ing and controuling the pureMo-' 
tions c of the Spiric.” Weread that 
Oux 


The W inds blow” veith 
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 Thereareſome things 
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declity abawd his Divine Power, 
bur they) weeens ared to res 


/ his Mira- 


des wobld hibve been call away 
7 rk ſuck inconvincible Perſons. 


hp will; fow' the barren Sands, 
or--water - dead: Plants,” or - give 
a rich Corda) toa farious Parienr 
chac- will Tpill'* on the ground! 3 
And 'tis' ari''A& of Tiſtice to de- 
ptive Sinners of thoſe Inſpirations 


 whichthey have fo long reſiſted. 


Thoſe who'are tender 4nd tracta- 
ble, ''and unſeignedly” reſign up 
themſelves: to his' condu& in the 
Way $of Life, ſhall receive more 
Teeſe Influences to perfett the 
effſed Work begun inchem : Be 


will oive more Grace to the humble + 


Bur ole who are ſo far from Va- 


8 luing 


mighty Mark 6, = 


mo 
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luiag his Graces and Comforts, 


that ſhould be received: with: the 


igheſt reſpe&, thar they ungrate: 
5 deſpiſe them; and-rebel'a- 


oainſt his Motions and: Counſels, || 


he righteouſly deſerts.” St. Stephen 


in his Charge againſtthe Jews, to 


compleat the aggravation of their 


Sins, reproaches them'; Je ftiff- 


necked, and uncircumciſed in Fleart, 
and Ears, ye always refifted the Holy 
of /.. The obſtinate Sinner re- 


ainſt his Authority, and 


contemns his Mercy. The Temp- 
ter with .his Charms is preſently 
entertain'd, - as the Devils cafily 
enter'd into the Swine ; but the 
Holy Spirit with. his gracious Ot- 


fers 1s reje&ted. Wretched Indig- 
nity! rather to.obey a Slave and. 
an Enemy, than the lawful Soye- I 


raign. 
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»Jf ahe Saints grieve rhe. Spiric 
of Cody.zby 6! wiltul. ;Ne 
his. a6ezi and.;tall.into 

AG IE e144 alchp from the 
priodinas! Fuldiacureibels aor 
capable ot; opets:!gripf}/. yer 
he infinitely difhkesthoit hoy And 
gf ;when| *ivoppicibtig,cauſes 
roſes ries: \t/ xi a the xp 
andNature 4sA4 wen ſh 
io 9368} ipringd,/[apd! obliged 
is ooo 
yvivacityin.theardivary nperat 
of 2a ileplcy:; 13Uys »thewboly 
$pirit .ypheni igticvgd: ck 
and:chesq: follaws a diſconſolate 
«lie aodinugrjon of: iis re- 
| igkning, preſence, |,, But 
Foy ogy oof WBC 
pro Jl yi £0i] leave 
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rug, his deſerting chem.is uſually 

Had, 25; but aconſogipeice er 


fon 
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fonghe-fiomarh; the colbite, Fu 
Aretignls,” decline by degrees, ill 
Nature-links irrecoverably under 
the Diſtale/;:ſonke''tnowons of 
ths _ th6ſ6who haveoftey 
repell'd'  thewg9trs: nor {0+ - 
quent and vigotors'as beforg';! bi 
CE _ oweaker, vw 
ing everyday, wy 201 
oy wi Rarwric froth ther} How 
fearful and lapel s-the ſtate of 


ſuch {-a/./ ſinner #i:This '{pirkual | 


Judgrngm always proceeds from 
inexorable: feveriey; amd '6hids in 
the-eternal ruin of:ſinners. "i: Fot 
without» the -Spirie's ſupernarhral 
working,  they' cats never-by ze. 
newed to- Repay wh JECOn- 
cited'to God. mayifor' A 
time live in- a, fe, 
-or follow 'the- BrfincGopfrads 
World ; - and a'liate breach .taay 
ſeparate: berwecnchem and” "ha 
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"bi they CHAIT at aft dit in their 
{ins, 1 att inſÞ:rdvtiable {tare for 
Ever; *Tis faid of the Jews, They 
tebell'4” and vexted bis Holy $ pirit, 
thevefort be turned to. bt their Enemy, 
nd 7 Fonghr again inſt them. 

6 Cbtrvidtions and Exci- 
titiotts of Conſclehte ate preven- 
td; 6f made theffectuil by the 
ptolhperc y of flners. Eonſc. 

te is this 4 pltedtive Mind that 
telpects Fel ihs tr difects itn our 
Yr botki FE from 
tp 1evi itnfRtioitions 
WWE g 668 , ye} by Bs 
bt ctithhs with the Rule, 
| { bir Hhodtence or te 

4 nr dr &Sndettirid ih 
'- intelleual ' Kay: was 
Faced ih ts by the wile God! it 
uf Creatfort, Aric exrended to 
te Divine Law, the Objeft arid 
Fad of it, to keep tist6 our Dity: 
* Aud 
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And fince' our revolt, . 'tis being 
.cnlightned and ſanCtified the vi- 
tal Principle of; Conyerſian, to 
God, the powerful means of rel- 
cuing the lapſed Soul from irs pro-- 
ſiturion to the, Fleſh, and xecg- 
vering it to. a temper of Purity 
becoming its Original Excellence, 
and Relation to the Father, of 
IR * a mM IT 

Spirits, *Tis-true,: the Love of 
God is the .primary..Rule of. qur 
Duty, and the Holy Spirit.is the 
Efficient.of our Renoyartion ;. bu 
the. inlightned Conſcience 1s. the 
immediate Rule, ; and the inme- 
diate: Mover. of. us. to. return, to 
our. Dury. . And if Conſcience, 
covered with, a flowof Ignotance 
if it be bled wh the falſe glic- 
rerings of. the World, if 5 apeally 

ut 


neglects its Office, - or, makes; b 
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a, cold application of ſaving Ter- 
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rors that may controul the li- 
centious Appetites, if ic be dif- 
regarded, when ir ſuggeſts and 
excites to out Duty, the ſinner 


is hardned 'and ſetled in his loſt 


ſtare. Now Proſperity foments 
the ſenſual Aﬀections, that ob- 
| feure 'the Light of Conſcience, 


that corrupt its Judgment, thar 
{mother and ſuppreſs irs Di- 


| Etates, or deſpiſe and ſlight them, 


that 'ris powerleſs, tho conſtitu- 
ted God's Deputy to order our 
Lives. | 

'1. Aﬀected Tgnorance is the 


vtſual Concomirant of ſenſual 


Luſts: for the enlightned Con- 
{cience will convince, and con- 
demn. Men for their Pollari- 
ons, and force them here to feel 
the beginning of ſorrows, and 
thereby make rhem apprehenſive 


whar the iſſyes and conſurimation 


F'1 will 


ca * A 
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John 3. 20. 


will be hereafter, and this will 
caſt an al] perſion of þicterne(s, up, 
on their |weet fins, and leſleo.the 
full pleaſure of chem. From 
hence our Sqynr tells us; Eyery 
one that loves to do Evil, hates. .the 
Light, neither cometh to the Light, left 
his Deeds ſhould be A - that 
is, by the 1n{truted and awakned 
Conlcience. Men love darknels 
to cover their nakedaeſs and foul 
deformity. They are averſe 
from knowing their-Duty, and 
will not ſcarch, left they ſhould 
diſcover (uch terrible Truths that 
crols their ſenſual Humour, The 
Apolile.. foretells, - That Scaffers 
ſhould come in the laſt days, who, are 
willmgly tgnorant of the beginning 
and end of the World, as if there 
were no Divine Maker of all 
things, who has power to deſtroy 
them, andconſequently- no. Judg 
to 
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to:whom Men' muſt-be aggounta- 
ble) for their diſpbedience to- his 
Laws ;:- they -afſent to the moſt 
evident Abſlurdity, that all things 
were. and ſhall continue in the 


ſame tenor; and: the cayle of 


their willing ignorance is. ipfinua- 
ted in the CharaRer thatdelcribes 
them, - rhat they 'might walk after 
their. '0wn Luſts,, more lecurely, 
freely, and joyfully. 

2. Senſual Luſts do not only 
hinder Mens ſearch after Know- 
ledg, but obſcure the Light of 
Conſcience, and corrupt its. Jadg- 
meat. - There isſ\uch an intimate 
Communion between the , Soul 
and the Body, that interchangs- 
bly they. corrupt one another; the 
ſins. of the Fleſh' fink into the 
Spirit, .and corrupt the moral 


Principles, from whence the fen-. 
ſible.Conſcience ſpriags of Gaod 


.T-4 and 
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_y Evit. « ANG'the fins: "ofthe 
Spirit), "Infidelity') » Incogitzncy 

E-rrof, "Security, - "breaks our: inthe 
Deeds iof the Body, ; {and'immake 
_ the Fleſh more outragious in its 


Titus I. 15- Defires? S$t; : Pl declares, "that 


unto thei defiled und unbelievins," 1o- 
thing's [4 pure. but” even their * Mind 
*nd. Conſcience is aefiled; A purged 
Heart's requiſite for a clear Mind ; 

but where Luſt dwells, it caints 
and” perverts the- praQtical Judg- 
ment; from whence fo mary 
Diſorders follow: in the Life. 
The {natural Conſcience in'-ma- 
ny Ciles, in-'its ſimple Judg- 

mefit of chings, {incerely' declares 
whats to be done, and what to 
be avoided ; but when compoun- 
tYedaird taiti'd: with a'tirture' of 
'Senſuality; it;judges according to 
the Delires.:'i The rebellious IC. 
'raclites in the Wilderneſs are de- 
VH --v {cribed, 
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ab Bltatth: the: Heart: was the! 
&fonesus' Fong of all their: | 
Mifeattiages, and forty Years:in= 
{rution couldidothem no good; 
Thoſ@who are given op'to carnal 
Delis &,: andatein a confedera- 
ey ith che igroſs* Senſes,neverr 
their ditective and judging Farul- 
-is"earrial-in its- apprehetifions; 
A' reprobate Mind, and vile 4ffefions; 
ate \;naturally: and /judicially the 
Cauſe and Effect of one another. 
Even natural-Ttorhs that are plain 
and” bright, ':as- the ' eſſential di- 
ftinAion ' between moral Good 
andiEvil, //berween Vertue and 
Vice, and the! belief of a Judg- 
ment to'come, that is inſepatably 
connext with-irtz' yet through tho 
pervetinels' and crookednels of 
Mens Hearts, are ſtrangely dark- 
ned. - Men wiſh according to 
Wont their 


rertbedy: It 56: þPeoph that dovery "Pal. 57. 10. 


\ The Tanger: | 


their; carnal Invereft.;) and} what. 
they wiſh, they. would fain bc- 
- lieve; 2nd 2s when there /w4s-no. 
King in gay | Every one did- what 
wes. geed in bis wm Hes; fo if 
there were no aker-zeckoning, 


Men would, without: the-check 
of Conſcience, follow: the. Wills 
of the Fleſh, therefore: they are 
Atheiſts in deſire, and' if not. {ca- 
—_ Conn pangs of 'a throbbing 


—_— will be: fo in. thei 


— "Hearhone' cenenll d the 
Law of Nature, and tranſgreſs'd 
all the Rules of Duty and. Neco- 
rum ; they ſecurely indulg d thoſe 
Luſts that. are a derogation. and 
debaſement - to | the reaſonable 
Creature, and make. Men below 
Men.-/:"The reaſon of this prodi- 
gious degeneracy was, their Man- 
ners corrupted their Minds:St.Paul 
charges 
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charges the Hpheftans, not tg. wolk Ephaſ4-7s 
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46. the agber Gentules, in the Vanity. of- 
their Minds, baving the Wnderſtands 
ing dared, being alenated from the 
Life of Gd, through the Iqnorauce 
tat i ines becauſe of the bare 
of their Fleart 5. who berg paſt feel- 
ing, have, given. themſelves aver to 
lalenviguſneſs, to work all uncleanneſ 
with greedineſS, A. dead Confer 
ence, and a diflplute Life, are” in« 
{eparable. And how many that 
are. ſurrounded with the Celeſtial 
Reams of the Goſpel, are as im- 
pure and. impenitent, as thole in. 
the black Night of Paganiſm ? 
They ſtand ar the entrance of the 
bottomleſs Pir, yer do nor.{mell 
the Brimftone that inrages tne Fire 
there-: the flames; of weir Lults, 
have feared their Conſciences to: 
a deſperate degree. of hardnefs 
and inſeofibility. Of fuch the 
Apoſtle 
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4: "Beal "evil of © the' things 
thiy tender ſtand" or; *and fat _ 
Mabe? ' their "own 'corruption ; 

all receive the" Reward of * Varig To: 
"as they that count 'it* pleafure 
to riot: fn the day time ; ſhoes they are, 
avid "blemiſhes, * ſporting \themſelves 
with their. own "deceivings, ' while they 
feaſt with you. "They violated all 
the ' Preſcriptions "and Reftraints 
of 'natural Reaſon, they ' had loft 
all the ingenvous baſhfulneſs of 
the hamane Nature, and'pleas'd 
chemiſelves intheir falſe licentious 
Principles, whereby they endea- 
voured'to juſtify their enormous 
A&ions, and ſera ſuperficial gloſs 
upon their font Deformities, Now 
a ſeduced and Teducing "Mind, 
make the convetlion of 'a Sinner 
moſt difficult. Whilſt the Judg- 


ment 


1 Ee le ſpeaks." Bur theſe,” as natu- 
77 ; rite "Beaſt; made to be'taken and 
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tothe cortope Wilt,” Luft 
draws a Veil ovet'ir, thar 1 ttiay 
nor appear to cheek che'fenfiil 
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| HhoLigj 
tharther blefled:Beginiiihgy "and 
andzerunjoy his Love 
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lodinaions While. the-: Mind 


Ms Tg Des 
oh a uo '::1t. does 


no© aQtually anditvongly confider 
theDivine Command: ;'and©on- 


ſcience is broughoynder the icon- 
rroul-bfcthe imipemous Padlons. 
of Reaſon, as well 'as 
x Revelation, : 


of-i 


End of Man; r6-be 


thier#/is 40 
avoul, and.chothings 
of the World, ahe/carndbi'Heurt 
ſupprefles the ' Dictates of the 


 Mind;* and: wndkes a biiddfold 


choice of things pidſent:and ſen- 
ible, as if Man were all Earth, 


nid there werenoidpark-bf Feu- 
bake crap pain UH {41 bas | 
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Such Monſteswere the: ungddly 
and unrighteous Heathens ;: half 
Meg intheir- Underftandings,and 
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repented of his Wickedneſs, ſaying, 
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ons. . And there are innumerable 
ſuch Moners in the Chriſtian world. 

2. The Teſtimony of Conſci- 
ence is ſuppreſt and neglected by 
the proſperous Sinner. It Con- 
ſcience be in ſome degree Righte- 
ous, and- faithful in irs Office, 
and reproves him, and ſets his Sins in 
order before his Eyes ; he will not 

ard its earneſt Warnings. He 
Sas unwilling to hear thar fincere 
Witne(s in his Boſom, as Ahab 
was the inflexible Prophet Micatah; 
of whom he ſaid, 1 hate bim, for 
he doth not prophefie Good of me, but 


Evil, Proſperity affords many 
diverſions, whereby the ſinner 


ſhifrs off converting with Con- 


ſcience, and remains ingaged in 


his ſinful ſtate. I bearkned, and 


beard, (aich the Prophet Feremy, 


but they ſpake not aright ; no .AAan 


What 
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* What have I done? Whar foul j9n0- | 


minious Acts, how defiling. and 
debaſing'my Soul, how offenfive 
to the pure Eyes of God, who is 
ſo glorious in Majeſty, and dread- 
ful in Power ? Such a fight of Sin 
would make the Conſcience boil, 
"and chill the Paſſions, and urge 
ſinners to return to their Dury, 
But whilſt they proſper, they are 
obſtinate in Rebellion ; Every on 
turn'd to bis courſe, as the Horſe 
ruſhes into the Battel, As the Horſe 
when inflam'd, by the noiſe” and 
other Accidents of War, furiouſly 
Tuſhes -to his own deſtruction: 
thus ſinners when they encounter 
alluring Objeds that divert the 
Mind trom ſerious conf1deration, 
either they do not diſcern, or will 
.not obſerve the Dangers before 
' them; :and with as little conſide- 


ration, and as much fierceneſs as 
| the 
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| the Beaſts. veriture upon theirown 
deftruction. + Converſion is ' the 
© | product of the moſt lerious 'and 
5 | {ad thoughts, from which a pro- 
] ſperous ſinner is moſt averſe. © 
ny * :2, The external means forcon- 
l verting ſinners, are uſually ineffe- 
FF ual upon them whilſt they .en- 
| joy Proſperity. 

©E © ''x.; The Goſpel « the Power of God 
VE to Salvation to themthat beheve;;” and: 
lf the preaching of it is by divine 
cf Infticurion the ordinary means cf 
df Converſion. God' could by the 
y immediate illumination' of the 
Mind, and influence upon the 
S Will and AﬀecRtions,' convert 'fin- 
oY ners from the Errors of their 
8 Ways; but his Wiſdom and con- 
l deſcending Goodneſs makes uſe 
OF of the Miniſtry of Men to con- 
"| vey the Word of Truth and Life 
tothe World, This way is very: 


2 _con- 


Lhe Danger ] 
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congruous, both to - the . com- || 
pounded Nature of Man, by 'the 
| Senſes to work upon the Soul, and 
to the native freedom of his Will: 
for tho.the ſupernacural Agent in- 
fallibly. changes the Heart, yer the 
Inſtrument, can only dire& and 
perſwade Men, as thole who are 
endowed with intelle&uak and 
elective Faculties; and thus the 
efficacy of Divine Grace is in{inu- 
ated, in a way luitable to the 
reaſonable Nature. The Mini- 
Rers are tiled the Light of the 
World, to diſcover to Men their 
undone condition by ſin, and to 
point out the way to their everlaſt- 
ing Peace. Our bleſſed Redeemer 
ſaves the loſt Remnant of Man- 
kind by the ſacred Miniſtry ; and 
where there are no Evangelical 
Preachers ſent, or only a doleful 
ſucceſſion of blind Guides, what 

| Ter- 
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, * Tertullian ſays of Scythia,a Coun- 


try that by 'the exrremity'-of the 


* Omnia tor- 
pent, omnia 
regent, ſola 


cold, is hard and dry, *and per- ferira cater. 


perually barren, but the reſidence 
of fierce Cruelty, is applicable to 
a Nation, the Hearts of Men are 


frozen to their fins, there is no 


melting in the tears of true Re- 
pentance, no holy Heat, only 
their bruriſh/Lafts are ardent and 
ative. Bur where the Embaſla- 


dors of Chriſt / are faithful and 
zealous to induce finners to'break 


off their ſins by repentafice, ' and 
to be reconciled to God,” there are 
none more uncapable of the ſan- 
ifying Power of the Golpel,than 
finners in Proſperity. © 


t.- Pride, the Vice of Proſpe- 


rity, makes them fierce and ſtab- 
born againſt the holy and ftrict 


Rules of the Word, We will not 1fa 44. 16, 


bearken to thee, but will certainly do 


G 3 what- : 
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whatſoever, goes out. of our own mouth, 
If a faithful Miniſter repreſents the 
inſide -of their foul Souls, their 
uncomely Paſhons:-are raig'd a- 
oainſt. him : if \he;recommiends 
the earneſt ſtudy of, Holineſs ;and 
Godlinels'; they:;-gntertain - his 
Counſel: with- derifion and'diſ 
dain. :Lhoſe tq:whom the, dear- 
elt and-malt afteftionate Honour 
is due, being [piritmal. Fathers and 

Phyſicians; are. dffpiled in their 
Perlons ;and, Office; by Fools in 
their Preſperity. aT hey condemn 
what they do'not underſtand, and 
zfiet notto underſtand what con- 


demns. them. a, They heas.Ser- 


 mons to cenſure, , and cenſure thar 
they may. -not. be troubled by 
them. x, What hope'is there of .re- 
ducing. haughty.. Scorners-to -the 
Obedience of the Goſpel ?. Even 
the Miracles and Miniſtry of our 
Savl- 
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Saviour was without ſucceſs upon 
the Phariſees, who heard and derided 
him. If ſuch are convinc'd in. 
their Minds, 'and not difarm'd. of 
their .Pride. and Selt-will, they 
refule ro yield themſelves, to the 


Lord. . Meeknels is a requilite - 


Qualihcation for. receiving the 
Word with its {aving Vectue. We 
are directed to lay afide all filthineſs, 
and ſuperflaity of naughtineſs ; and 
with meekneſs to receive. the ingrafted 
Word, that is able to ſave our Souls. 
We are,prepared for Divine Grace, 
by a ſerious ſenſe of our want of 
ict, and earnelt deſire to obtain it. 
He fills the hungry with good things,and 
the Rich be ſends empty away. None 
are ſo inſenſible of their ſpiritual 
Wants, and avers from the humble 


acknowledgment of them, as the = 
Proſperous Sinner;and none more 
unlikely ro obtain ſpiritual Riches. 
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———_—— 
Oo re 


Lhe Danger 


NN 


Heb. 4- 2, 


and confirm'd by Proſpericy in 


2. Infidelity, that is occaſion'd 


Sin, renders the Goſpel ineftectu- 
al ro the Salvation of Men.” The 
Word preached did not profit the Jews, 
not bemg mixt with Faith in them that 
heardit. A ſtedfaſt belief of Di- 
vine Revelations, 1s the principle 
of Obedience : without it, Mo- 
tives of the higheſt ſtrain are in- 
effectual. Eternal things are not 
within'the proſpe& of Senſe, and 
tho fet forth with- the cleareſt evi- 
dence of Reaſon, and enforced 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs of 
Aﬀection, yer the Sons of Dark- 
neſs fleep profoundly in their 
fins. If Heaven with its Joys and 
Glory be revealed in the moſt 
aftefting manner, it has no more 
efficacy to move them, than 
chatming 'Mulack to awaken one 
out ofa Lethargy : only violent 
11 «2 | ns 
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Remedies, bleeding, ſcarrifying, 
and burning, are proper and/pow- 
erful for his recovery. -If. they 
are- warned, that the everlaſting 
King will ſhortly open the 
Clouds, and come with: terrible 
Majeſty to the: univerſal Judg- 
ment, arid require an account for 
his abuſed Mercies : their. Hearts 
are aptt0 reply; as the Prieſts did 


to Judas, What is that to us:{i:ſee ye 


toit. The Terrors. of the Lord 
no more afte&:rhem, than. Thun- 
der does the Deaf, or Lightning 
the Blind. In ſhort, tho charged 
and adjured by all the 'Threat- 
nings of the Law, and the neg- 
le&ted Goſpel, tho intreated by 


all che precious Promiſes of Mer- 


cy, they continue hardned in their 


voluptuous fins: they deſpiſe the 
eternal Rewards of Holineſs and 
Wickednels, as incredible and 


i1m- 
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impertinent, and Miniſters asmen 


of vain talk-and: imaginations. 
Far.the Infidel Senles are-not- af- 
fefted with things futute,: and.Sin- 
ners, whulft proſperous, are under; 
their Dvmimonc: 2, 2 
3-/ Suppole:in-;preaching;:the 
Word;;oa ſharp: ray; of:; Truth: 
darts through the deep. and: ſerled 
darkneſs 'of the; Heart, yer: 'ris 
ſoonidampt, 'and: without laying 
efte&t upon: Sinners .in their Pro- 
ſperity.' They may be terrified, 
bar:arenot ſubdued by ithedymour 


of Light ; for they -preſently rake. 


fan&uary in the World, to-elcape 


_ theftrokes of. ir;xThe. carnal Paſ- 


ſions dare not- appear before ſuch 
Objects as awaken the Conlci- 
ence 5: the Senſes ſtrongly apply 
the Mind to things that touch 
them; the Fancy is the ſpring of 
of diſtraction in the thoughts, and 
| theſe 


-—_= oY wp, heed wad Www La was Sy a WW, ww i oats em. Dm oo. ES th. at ce aa. bad ib. a 


n 


of Pzoſperity. | 


theſe; reign in:their full power:in 
proſperous: Sinners, | ſo that |they 
tomotby ſerious confiderationap- 
ply.things of eternal conſequence 
ro themſelves: The: Heart of 
Man-with difficulcy changes: its 
end ;|the;outward actions may. be 
ſulpended or ' over-ruled for a 
time, but the love.that is natural 
and predominant in:the Heart ito 
the preſent World;:-cannot be pu- 
rified and raiſed co Heaven, -with- - 
out-:ither Divine! efficacy, of 'the 
Vord; :applied-by. moſt folemn 
and : frequent thoughts. [How 
plain and convincing are: the 
words-of -our Saviour ; What: will 
it profit a. Man, if be gain: the-whole 
World, 4nd loſe his- own. Soul? But 
how few in hearing them, have 
found.their Souls that were loft in 
the corrupting | Vanities of this 
World 2:- The moſt ſeem not to 
| know 
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know they have immortal Souls, 
whilſt they live as if they had 
none. The Reafon is, they will 
not conſider duly their unvaluable 
worth, and the wotful: folly in 
negle&ing them.' 'When the Bird 
often ſtragples from the Neſt, the 


Eggs are chil'd and unprolific, fot | 


wanrof its warming incubation. 
Divine Fruths 'are wikhour life 
and vigour, when they only lie 
- in the memory, without ſerious 
and frequent refleftions on'them. 
Many are enlightned, bat not-af- 
fected , or affefted, but" not re- 
folved;; orrefolved, bur their re- 
ſolutions are not prevailing and 
permanent, becauſe the Word 
does not fink mto their Minds, by 

deep conſideration. | 
2. The other external means 
of recovering a' Sinner from the 
inares of Death, is private admo- 
| nition, 
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nition, either - authoritative;; of 
meerly charitative, by ſhewing 
him his Sins, and the fearful Con- 
ſequences that attend them, The 
neglect of this Duty,is a ſign and 
effe&t of the. greatelt hatred; as 
the command of / it-implies, Thox 


| ſhalt not, hate thy: Brother im thy beart, 


and ſuffer Sin to-lie upon him. The 
performance oof: it,- with prudence 
and meekne(s, with dear and ear- 
neſt love, has 4 ſpecial advantage 
and efbcacy, being direftly. ap- 
plied to the Perſon whoſe Soul is 
concern'd. The Reproofs of a 
Preacher are levell'd in common 
againſt the Sins of Men, but noe 
applied in particular to every Sine 
ner. . *'Tis the Office of Conlci- 
ence, to bring home to. every 
Man's Boſom,-- what is proper to 
his Cale; and ſingularly to ob- 
lerve in himſelf, what 1s ſpoken 


in 


_ wa 
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in the general.” But in private 


Admonition,. the Superior or 
Friend ſupplies the part' of: Con- 
ſcience. And (in this ſenſe) wo be 
to him that ts alone ! that wants a 


faithful Friend to ſupply the Daty, | 


of 'Conſcience, either to preſerve 
bim from falling into Sin,” or to 
raiſe him 'when down. Now a 
proſperous Sinner is moſtunlikely 
co receive the Benefit delign'd by 
admonition. It the Patient does 
not aſſiſt the Cure, by receiving 
holy Counſels with humility, re- 
ſpe&t ,* and thankfulneſs, -they 
proveineffeual, and much more 
if they be rejected with averſneſs 
and contempr. - When a Superi- 
our, (like'a Father that holds -4 
Child over a: Pit, to ' make him 
fear . where there. is danger) 
with folemnity admoniſhes him 
of his Guilc' and - approaching 
Judg- 
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Judgments, be is: apt to ſlice his 


and Hell, :he-entertains his Re- 


conſumed, and ſay, How have I ha- : 


 clined mine Ear to. them that inſtrutted - 
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Perfon as.cenſorious, and his Ad- -] 
momtion-as impertinent. - When --4 
a Ftiend by faithful reproof-en- 
deavours to ſave his Soul from Sin' 


proof a {corn, :or with coft-: 
viction- and indigoation. ; Thus. 
the wile obleryer.of Men declares 
the careleſs wretched diſpoſition, 
of Sinners in their Proſperity, by prov. 5. : 1, 
their ſorrowful reflections in Ad-, 12213: 
verſity : - Thou'ſhalt mourn. at :the: 
laſt, .wben thy Fleſh'\and thy Body are 


ted Inſtruftion, and my Heart de- 
ſpiſed. reproof * And have not obeyed 


the. Voice of my Teachers, - nor, in- 


me? Inſtruction 'to- prevent Sin, w_ 
Reproof to correft Sin, were w 

regarded with an iroplicic hatre 

or rejected with ablolute and.ex- 


preſs hatred. To 
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To conclude this part of the 
Argument , - Experience ſadly 
proves that Sinners are never re- 
claimed from their ſtubborn Fol- 
ly but by ſharp Aﬀiions. They 
will not believe the evil of Sin, 
cill by a real and ſenſible convi- 
_ ion they take a meaſure of the 

Evil they have done; by the Evil 
they ſufter, Affliction tames the 
ſtubborn heart,and makes it hum- 
ble and relenting. Even Pharaoh 
that was a bold Atheiſt in his Pro- 
ſperity, and ftood upon high 
terms with Moſes, ſaying, Whois 
the Lord, that I ſhould obey bm? yet. 
was an humble Suppliant in his 


Exod.g. 27. Diſtreſs : And Pharaoh ſent, and 


28. called for Moſes and Aaron, and 
ſaid unto them, I have ſinned : the 
Lord « righteous, and 1 and my Peo- 
ple are wicked, Intreat the Lord that 
there be no more mighty Thundrings, 

677% an 
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and Hail. This is ſer forth in a 
true and lively compariſon by the 


Prophet Jeremy : As a wild Aﬀg Ter. 2: 24: 


uſed to the Wilderneſs, that ſnuffs up 
the Wind at her pleaſure : in ber -oc- 
cafion, who can turn ber away * When 
fir d with Luſt, ſhe ranges about 
ſwiftly, without a Rider to guide, 
and a Curb to reſtrain her; zU 
they that je her, will not weary them- 
ſelves; but in her mouth they ſhall _ 
find ber: *Tis in vain to purſue her 
then, but when ſhe is bagg'd and 
heavy, they will rame her. Thus 
. when Sinners are proſperous, the 

all of God, and Nay, Ohh and 


of Teachers, do not ſtop them in 
their voluptuous courſe, but affli- 
ion confines and reduces them 
to obedience.  - 

5. . Proſperity renders Men a- 
verſe from ſuffering for. the fake 
of -Chriſt, ES 

| H 


they are called 
: ro 
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Mat. 6. 24- 


to give teſtimony to his Truth, | 
and ſuppore his Cauſe. Self-de- 
nia}, with reſpe& ro the preſent 
Life, and - all the Ornaments, 
Comforts, and Endearments of 
it, is abſolutely neceſfary by the 
Law of Chriſtianity, when the 

reſerving of it is contrary to the 
zlory of Chriſt, and inconſiſtent 
with our Duty co him. - Then /aid 
Feſus to his Diſciples, If any Man 
will come aſter me, let him deny bim- 
felf, and take up his Croſs and follow 
me, The Croſs implies all kinds 
and degrees of ſuffering, from the 
leaft afflifting evil, to Death 
with ignominy and torment. And 
how juſt is it, if we expe&t to be 
lorified by his Sufferings, that we 
ſhould willingly ſuffer for his 
Glory. Artrhe firſt preaching of 


1 Cor-1-23. the Goſpel, many Were offended at 


the Croſs of Chriſt : they. elteemed 
— 14 


- ar folly, co expect eternal Life 
from one that was put to death, 
and that he fhould bring,them to 
'the higheſt Glory, who ſuffered | 
in che Jawelt Weakneſs, Oura- 
vioyr was .conceal'd from heir 
carnal Eyes, Þy the .overſhadow- 
ing train-of his Aﬀligtzons, And 
the (rofs of :(brift, ghat. is to: þe Gal. 5. 11, | 
woluntarily and obedjemly taken 
vp by: his Diſciples, 'is a-greazer 
offence to the World, than that to 
which he was-nail'd. 53Fis a har- 
der Leſſon, thac we muſt obtain 
:Glory by our -own Sufferings, 
than that ic. was purchaſed by 
,our Saviour's. The Mind more 
wilkagly aflents to the rea- 

{ens of his Sufferiags, than of 
ours: inthefaalft, it only encoun- 

ters with falſe Prejudices, and yain 
"Sbadows:chat darken that mighty 
*Miyſtery ; hut ia the ſecond, ic 
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muſt overcome the natural Love 


of this Life, and the Pleaſures of 


it, Which is ſo predominant in 
Men. Thealliance tothe Body, 
and the allurements of the World, 
are the cauſes of forſaking Reli- 
gion, when theowning of it will 
coſt us' dear. And thole who 
enjoy Proſperity, are molt eaſily 
iifed from their Duty to 
Chriſt; the account of which is 
open to Reaſon, both from'ſome 
general Conſiderations, and from 
ſpecial, that reſpect Sufferings for 
Religion, The general Conſide- 
rations are tWo. 

1. Theliving in Plealures and 
ſoit Delicacy, enervates the mal- 
. culine vigour of the Spirit, and 
damps Reſolution, - that it pre- 
: lently faints when affaulted with 

Piffhculties. The Spirit of a Man, 
encouraged: by. juſt, and- wile, 


and 
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and generots Reaſons, will and 


firmly under . heavy Troubles : 


But Fear breaks the native. 
ſtrength of Mind, and like a ſe- 
cret {uddain Palſy, that: ſlackens 
the Nerves,and looſens.the Joints, 
cauſes a trembling and —_— 
of. bearing Evils. The le 

glimple of Danger, makes the 
Fearful to retire: like ſome, that 
apprehenſive of the rifing Winds, 
will not venture any further in a 
Boar, than that one Oar may be 
on the Shore, whilſt the other 
ſtrikes in the Water. The Time- 
rous, when Afflictions attend the 
faithful profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
uſually are treacherous to God, ta 
their Souls, and to the Truth.' To 
God ( whole Servants they are by 
the deareſt Titles) by contra- 
dicting their Duty, which is to 
ſuffer chearfully for his Goſpel and 
H 3 his 
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his Glory; when called forth : and 

by revoltitig from his Service;they: 
occaſion fnch difhonourable un- 
worthy conceptions of him, as if 
he were regardlels of his ſuffering 
Servants,, and would not glori- 
oufly reward thofe who are faith- 
fal ro the Death, the Seal of their 
Loyalty and Perteverance: they || 
are treacherons to their Souls, by || 
preferring: the Intereſt of the pe- || 
riſhing Flefh, before the happt- 
neſs of the immortal Part : they 
betray the Truth, by expoſing « 
to a {uſpicion of Falſhood ; for as 
the confirming Religion by Suf- 
terings, doth moſt effeftually re- 
commendit tothe belief and. af- 
fetioris.of others ;.:{o the denial 
of 1.orthe withdrawing our Te- 
ſtimony in-tinies of Danger, will 
mcline others to judy that it is not 
the.Trutty, Or art tealt bf no great 
| Moment, 
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moment, that the Profeſſors of it 
do not think worth their Suffer- 
ings. How many faint-hearted 
Perſons have thus betrayed the 
Son of God again, and theix 
Conſciences, and their Religion ? 
Their Faith that ſparkled in Pro- 
{perous times, when Troubles 
' come, is a quenche Cole, rak'd 

in the cold pale Aſhes of di- 
ſtruſtful Fears, without any Divine 
Light or Heat. | 

2. Proſperity makes Men un- 
thoughtful and careleſs of Evils 
that may happen. T ſaid in my 
Profperity, I ſhall never be moved, 
Carnal Joy (the Aﬀection of Pro- 
{perity)and Folly are nearly allied, 
and flatter Men as if their Eaſe 
and Calm would never be diſtur- 
bed : and by ſupine negligence, 
they are unprovided for the en- 
countring with Evils. According 
H 4 tQ 
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ro our circumſpection in Proſperi- 
ty, {uch is our courage in Adver- 
fity ; and by how much the leſs 
affliction is expected, lo much the 
more are” we' perplex'd when it 
{ez{es upon us. The laſt Day, that 


in its deep lecurity, is compar'd 
ro Lightning for its ſuddenneſs 
and terror, Our Saviour there- 
fore plainly bas forerold, that the 
Croſs is the Appendix of the Go- 
{pel, that tis the Property of Er- 
ror to perlecute, and the Lot of 
Truth to be perlecuted : He coun- 
ſels his Diſciples ro imitate a wiſe 
Builder, that computes the Ex- 
pence before he begins the Fa- 


dation, and not being able to fi- 
niſh it, he be expoſed to the juſt 
Cenſure of Folly. So Chriſtians 
are to forecaſt the Injuries and 


Troubles 


ſhall ſtrangely ſurprize the World 


brick, leſt having laid the Foun- 
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Troubles they are likely to uffer 
for Religion, leſt when the Tem- 


peſt threatens, they ſhamefully 


deſert it, And how heavy will 


their Doom be ? The fearful, that Rev.21.8. 


are not ſtorm-proof, 'and the Ly- 


ars, that openly renounce what 


they believe, and profeſs what' 


they do not believe, ſhall. be with 
hifidels, Idolaters, and Furderers, 
caſt into the Lake that burns with Fire 

and Brimſtone. | | 
-2. The ſpecial Reaſons why 
Proſperity makes Men ſo difpos'd 
roquit the Truth in times of Dan- 
ger, are, becauſe it weakens the 
Principles from whence Chriſti- 
an Magnanimity ſprings; and 
thoſe are unfeigned Faith, and di- 
vine Love. As in natural things 
the formative Virtue determi- 
nates the Matter to ſuch a Being, 
and diſpoſes to ſuch Operations 
| in 
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in proportion to the Principles 


from which ic reſults : So in mo- 
ral. things, | the Soul is diſpoſed 


and regulaced in its Actings corre- 
ſ{pondently to its Principles, and is 
either Carnal or Spiritual. The 
univerſal Principle of Carnal Per. 
ſons is. to be happy here : their 
Eyes are ever engaged upon, and 
their Deſires ever thitſting after 
ſenſual - Satisfa&tion : Who will 


ſhew us any good * and by conle-. 


quence thei main care is, to ob- 
tain and ſecure temporal things, 
the materials of cheir happineſs. 
The ſupernatural Principle of a 
Saint to pleale God, and enjoy 
his Favour. As Men believe they 
love, and as they lovethey live. 
1. Unfecigned Faith of the Re- 
wards of the Goſpel, is neceſlary 
to keep a Chriſtian ſteady in his 
courſe, through all the Storms 


and 
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and Tides of this nuntable World. ” 
Its a faithful ſaying, If we die with 2 Tim. 2. 


I Ig I, 


we ſuffer with him, we ſhall rei 
for The A wall 
prefaces with _— firong al- 
{urance, It is a faithful ſajing, 
when the Truth is of —__ 
importance, and contrary to the 
Sentiments of- Carnal Natwe, If 
we die with him, we fhall aljo:live 
with him. Our Saviour dedicated 
Martyrdom in his own Perfon : 
His Death was a Ranſonf for us to 
God, and a ſcaling Teſtimony of 
the Golpeb ro Men: He witneſſed ' Tim-6.13. 
Before Pontins Pilate a good Confeſ- 
fron. The Terror of the Roman 
Tribunal, nor the Rage of the 
Jews, could not make him re- 
raft the Divine T tuth which he 
had fo often declared, that he 
was tht Sen'of God, come from 
i Heaven 
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Heaven to ſave the World: and 
when the .Croſs with its Infamy 
and horrour.was in his view, he 
avowed his' Heavenly Kingdom, 


And: all thoſe who ſuffer with him, 


for his Truth,: and in conformity 
to his Pattern,” with his Meeknels 


and Patience; his. Charity - and. 
Conſtancy, ſhall reign with him. 


And, what is more powerful for 
the'conſolation and eſtabliſhment 


of Chriſtians, - than thar their 
Sufferings for Chriſt ſhall end in 


Glory. '*This is the Viftory that 


overcometh the World, even our Faith. 
This did Miracles in the firſt Ages 


of the Church, conquering .all 


that was terrible to Fleſh and 


Blood. The Heathens deſpiſed 


the : Hopes of Chriſtians as 


wretched Illufions, and with im- 
pious 'ſcorn upbraided them for 


their conſtancy under” Perſecutt- 
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ons: Where 1s the God that can Mn. fa. 


raiſe the dead, . and . not; reſcue. the 
living ? Unbelief is blind, and can- 
not {ee beyond this World to the 
Eternal State. But Faith inthe 
bleſled Redeemer, opens: a Pro- 
ſpe& into the World ro come, 1o 


Hull of Glory, that no Perſon that 


has an: underſtanding and will to 


diſcourſe and choole,if he ſtedfaſt- 


ly believes it, but muſt deſpiſe all 
the Evils that the wir and ſtrength 


of Perſecutors can inflict in com- 


pariſon of it. I reckon, ſaith the Rom8.18. 


Apoſtle, that the ſufferings of- the 


preſent Life, in all their' kinds and 


rees, are not to be compared with 
the Glory that ſhall be reveal'd. In- 


lightned Chriſtians eſteemed their 


Sufferings for the Cauſe of. God, 
no: Arguments of his Weaknels, 


but his Wiſdom, to exerciſe and + 


try their Loyalty and cordialObe- 


dience 


—___ 


The Danger 


VET IEC — 


 Heb-.3.12. 


dience beforehe rewarded them, 
and had reaſon'to admire his Pro- 
vidence,/ notto fuſpe& his Power 
and Love. They knew that :the 
power -of T'yrants -could -only 
reach the Body, the vile, frail, 
-nd mortal/part-of Man ; bucthe 
precious 'Soul was entirely ex- 
empted from their rage ; and 
Faith afſur'd -them of a glorious 
'Reſurre&ion after Deach. The 
Body of a Martyr ſhall be revi- 
ved as a Phenix our of its Aſhes; 
when the Body of a Perſecutgr 
hall bequiokned, as a Serpent out 


.of a Dunghil, the. one to be-glo- 


Tified, 'the other tormented -for 
ever, 'The belief of this made 


them -exttemely valiant in rhe 


face of all -rheir 'threarging-erudl 
Enemies. Bur the evil'Heart of mw 
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belief, cauſes '« depareare from the] tia 


fidelity 


living God, "He that ſuſpects God's] Fo 
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fidelicy in his Promiſes, will 
ſuſpend his own: Nature will 
ſhrink at the firſt fight of immi- 
nent Dangers. An Infidel, that 
lives as if he were all Body, and 
no immortal Soul, judges'the loſs 
of the preſent Life, and the com- 
forts of it, as his utter undoing 
and total perifhing. - He: has an 
appearance of reaſon to. ſecure 
his preſent Poſſeſſions, what-ever 
becomes of Religion; for he ex- 
pets. no furrmre Good, thac will 
mfinitely more than conuntervail 
his preſentloſs : And that Proſpe- 
_— Men to Atheiſm and 
Ronny, has been proved be- 


+= 3» we 
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2. TheLove of God inſpires 
Believers with a heavenly Forti- 
tude, co endure the worſt Evils 
the that. may befal them for his fake. 
ds} Perfef# Love cafts out Fear , keeps 1 Job.4-18. 
ity] | its 
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its Supremacy inviolate in the 
midſt of the -greateſt Dangers, 


veis an aQtive invincible Aﬀe- 
ion, 4s ſtrong as Death, that none 
n vanquiſh. The Love of God 


is a never-dying. Flame in the 


Hearts of the Saints, becauſe it 
depends upon the unchangeable 
Love of God to; them. We love 
bim, becauſe be. furſt loved us. Love 


_ eſteems God asthe greateſt Re- 


ward. A Saint does not {ſo much 
love God for Heaven, - tho a place 
of inconceivable Glory, as Hea- 
ven for God, becaule he there re-. 


veals his Perfetions to his Peo- 


ple. This Holy Loye,makes the 


Chriſtians faithful and obſequiows; 
to Chriſt, and to. prefer his Ho- jy, 


nour. incomparably . before. the 


| preſent World, The Martyrs of 


the divineſt Courage,: were ani 


L 


mated by this: . y Aﬀe&ion : 
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they Joved mot - their: lives wnto. ;: the 
wack,» buy cheartully: offered chem 
45a Sacrifieero his prajte,.i/\ Love 
kindied- un: chem 2 faded 'Vehe- 
menes, in3defpiling'all the ghr- 
wring ama ofthe World. 
kbve ind ir them wach a vitto- 
vious Parichze; to blokt che cdg; of 
Cruelty: i They neverrepenzedihe 
thoice of higReligion, burrejoiced 
when his: Glory 'was :fer-forcly 
their Ignominy, and/when their 
love to Chrift appear'd-in its radi- 
#*acy and vigor chrough rheir Sut- 
forings. Love is the Principle of Con- 
fron oy which Religion reigns on 
earch, and 4gcrown'dyn Heaven, 
s]" On the contrary, when Riches, 
/ Honours, and Pleaſures, are-the 
© fol of Mets Heads and: Hearts, 
MH the chief Obje&s of their eſteem 
- Wd affeRions, they-will ſacrifice 
\ [Pick 'Sonls »pacher | that loſe the 
I: I World, 
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World, their dear Felicity. There- 


Faxe St. Jobn. carneſtly.-:dehorts 
Chriſtians;::Love.not the World, nei- 


ther the things that are, in: the World, 


Tf any Man-love the World, the low 
. of - the Father. is nat in him: they ate 
-utterly. inconfiftent; partly be- 


cauſe the Heart cannot be entirely 
ſet upon contrary :Objedts, and 
partly becauſe love tothe one re 
quires what is dire@ly contrary to 
love to the other. From henc: 
St, James vehemently upbraids car 
nal Profeſſors, Je Adulterers, an 
Adultereſſes, know ye not that th 
friendfnp of .the World #s ennuty with 
God ? Whoſoever therefore will be «||. 
Friend of the World, us the Enemy « 
God. The World is the powerful 
Star, whoſe Aſpe&. he' regards 
and tho. with the diſhonour and 
diſpleaſure | of God, he. will by 


_ krreligious compliance ſecure. " 
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temporal. Intereſts. The. pure re- 
fined Truth of the Goſpel, thac 
has paſt the fiery Trial, he will 
corrupt, and , embaſe by carnal 
temperaments :the precious Truth 
ſo dearly boughtby che Blood of 
the Martyrs, he will vilely ſell for 
the things of this World. Nay of a 
Profeſlos, he will by degrees turn 
Perſecutor of thoſe who ſtedfaſtly 
own the Truth. The love of the 
World ſo ſtrangely inchants. & in- 
feRs the Mind,thac a falſe Religion 
which a Man did abhor from, yer 
when zecommended by ſecular 
Advantages, will appear tolerable, 


. theneligible, then neceſlary - and 


conſequently the divine Truth muſt 
be ſuppreſt that contradicts ix. 
There are ſuch frequent Exam- 
ples of this in every Age, thar. to 
infft upor; many particular; In- 
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E«ſcb.1ik.6, aan. The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 


bers' of the dead- to prove that 
"Men are mortal. © 'The: Young 
Man thac ſo earneftly addfeſt him- 
felf to. Chriſt | for Kis dire&tion 
'how to obtain Erernal Life, when 
commanded to yive all his Eſtate 
to the Poor, and: to follow Chriſt: 

he would not: gain at (0 dear a 
rate Celeſtial Treaſures, - but' went a- 
way ſorrowfnl. Whereupor our 
Saviour declares with {otemniry 
to his Diſciples, Yerily I -ſay anto 
you, that a"rich Man ſhall hardly 
enter into the Kingdom! of 'Heaver, 
We read of two Tribes of the If- 
ratlites, that hole” cheit- Inheri- 
tance on this ſ1de J&/dan, and 
would not have a thare in the 
Land of Canaan : this the earch- 

ly-minded prefer the - preſent 
World, the ObjeCt of their choice 
and love, beforethe hevenly Ca- 
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2n relates,. that in" the. time: of 
Perlecurion- by Decius, the, rich 
Men,among the Chriſtians, were 
molt eaſily and miſerably foil 45 
the love of the World was a dan- 
gerous earnelt in their Hearts, of 
their- xevalting back to Pagan I 
dolatry, and the Bondage of Sas 
tn. Andin the timeof the Ari- 
Perſecution, how-;many who 
by their. Titles and, Office were 
ſpecially abliged; to: be paliant for 
the Truth,x and. to contend: earneſtly 
far the Faith;zyet did agcommodate 
their; Profeſſion to their aſpiring 
Ambition and, greedy, Ayarice ? 
The, Standard of their: Religion 
was the pitch of the State : they 
had | a- politick Faith, and ap- 
pear'd eicher. Orthodox or. Arian, 
3s the puþlick Favour ſhin'd upan 
Truths or Hereſy, They rob'd our 
Savionr .06,:the Honour of - his 
I 3 Dei- 
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Deity (0 aſtoniſhment?" rather than 
part with their beloved” Dignities 
and Riches. '' So powerful are hu- 
mane Reſpects in thoſe who mind 

earthly things. '  Great® force is 
uit to pluck up a Tree that 
has its Roots ſpread''and deeply 
faſtned in the Earth ; and it can- 
not be ſo entirely ſeparated, bur - 
that part of the Roots will be 
| broken © thus when the Aﬀecti- 
ons are deeply let inthe World, 
and by Pleaſures arid Riches faft. 
ned to it, how hardly'is it rent 
from it! every Fibre'of 'the Heart 
is broken with ſorrow. ''' As Let's 
Wife, when by 'an'Angel- forc'd 
our of Sodom, yet caft'a lingring 
affectionate look after it; and was 
curn'd into 2'Pillar of Sale. - The 
Separation' 1s as bitter as the Poſ- 
Teſljon+is {ſweet : and none are 
more unwillingly divorc'd from 
” q Sy the 


OY 
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rig 


the World, than thoſe who enjoy 


' the confluence of earthly. happi- 


neſs. Now when ſecular Intereſt 
outweighs/Dury, . when apparent: 


Danger induces to denyithe Truth 


of: Chrift how. terrible. and: una- 
voidable; will be the-puniſhment 
of that diſloyalty ? : Our Saviows's 


threatning;is. univerſali;:Hhoſorver Mat.10.33- 


ſhall deny mt before Men; | bit. will 1 
deny before my Father which: «n-Flea-- 
yer. A moſt righteous and dread- 


ful retribucion.; They! denied 
him/as their Lord, and he denies 
them-as his-Servants.-: They. u- 
ſurp'd the 'Firle of Chriſtians, the 
Relation.of his Diſciples, and in 
the laſt Day he will publickly dil- 
ewn them. When that-{ad :Sen- 
tence ſhall come fromtheir Judg, 
Depart ye curſed, I know: you- not ; 
what confuſion, what anguiſh 
will ſeize upon them! They ſhall 
mM be 


 b6eibanflic6 from: high tous 
Kiggeyancocten dfxoml; 
—_— ty,aand rontiented: 

wich-.zhe. aobellions (Ampols. on 
ever.). 3iÞiyeoieccthiourdinerſal and! 
pereniprorhdbiueaunds,; Jtrmiſb be 
underftbodawith 2 bxeepriet-iof 
thoſeindtivaker thels falidgaveay 
-!- ar re{tdiid; by|Repentzirgeibome!: 
tindes 4.:Chriftian cat i 
rarely i and; emrely: ['Javored: bigs 
felt-ro Gliht; this: las rfadcerely 
reſolved rather to. partowith his 
Eite;\thanthat for-which: Life.is 
worthy! the enjoying; -yetby 
ftrongzempracions: has been ifainc- 
hearted .and denied: the: Fruth.: 
hike + bne: [that difannuls. in the 
heighth of: Fever, the Will he 
made inihiscompoted Mind : but 
afcerward:fuch have refumed new 
cqurage, ard have, by enduring 
the ſberpeſt Sufterings, confirm'd 
the 
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the the Truth, and aſcended to Hea- 
venin 2 fiery Chariot. git boorr: 
Laſtly, The Proſperity of: Sin- 
nets: 1s: the: great temptation! to 
delay vepontiance till cherr- face: is 
deſperate. Nothing - fills ; Hell 
with {o: many laſt Souls, 4s'the 
putting ;off Ropentance | all hefe- 
aker. How-:mmany: Diſeaſes: would 
becur'd in-time, -if they 4h 
ged preſeac; 'Death-> ;þus; "Fin 
Malignity: being of; a Udw-ope- 
ration, they, are: deſpiled-as- not 
worth the trouble of 2 Cure; tajl 
they are deſperate. : is 1a; 
tual Diſeaſes, as: is thoſe6 ithe 
Body : for Sin: that is:aficknels 
unto Death, - might be prevented 
by ſpeedy Repencancej ;busgmany, 
not- apprehending, preſent; Dan- 
ger,, negle& the precious:Reme- 
dy till they are deſperattly} suiti'd. 


Fo day if you will kear his; Veltertbar- Heb.3.7. 
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den not your Hearts.” The Com- 
mand reſpe&s the Seaſon as well 
as the Duty : As -our! Obedience 
muſt be entire withour reſerves, ſo: 
it muſt 'be preſent without delay, 
even ir 'onr early Ape,. and con- 
rinued inithe whole renor of our 
Life.” ''The Worm /iof 'Conſci- 
ence {ſometimes nips Security, and 
therg's £'ftrange'union of Con- 
cranietiesin the Breaſt of  a-Sinner, 
thar-rmakes him inexcuſable and 
incurable. ' He complains of the 
bondage to his -Lufts; yet takes 
pleaſure 'in it :. he's! convinc'd 
Twit boteſtmaive; .yet volunta- 
rily continues in! that. [weet capti: 
vity:2" "I; Conſcience be 'trous 
bleſome; /he>pacihes it - with | an 
mteentiontoreformhereafrer, and 
thinks'thav: a-farure Repentance 
willibe fufficienvro prepare for 2 
: -- farareJadgment; And none are 
] ſo 
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@eafily and willingly, deceived 


to their everlaſting ruin by. this: 


ptetence, as thole who enjoy the 
preſent World. / Proſperity makes 


| diem forgerful of che Grave,” and 


humane Viciflitudes, and hardens 
them 'in deep Security. "Twas 
the 'Divine':Prayer of -Moſes,. So 
teach: u5 to number our days," as to ap- 


" | ph our hearts wnto Wiſdom 5 imply- 


ing; that the great Cauſe of ' Mens 
kaRive folly, is. from not re- 
fleting upon-the ſhortneſs and 
ucerrainty--of their Time- here, 
Death is certain co the Old; and 
Life unceftain! to /the : Young, 
There are-many” back Doors to 
theGrave, -and-Men areled:{ur- 
prifingly chicher. © The - rime of 


their reſidence :here is . fixed by 


the Divine” Dererminatron, - and 
concealed from their Eyes. How 
many in their Yourh and Profpe- 


rity 


y 
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_ theiriplealam Sidsþ pon theftoh 


And (thus 'ris tully proved - how 


rig have prefunt'd dpon tilang f 
Eife, 7 yet. unexpettedly, hays ire ft 
turned tothe Barthgciaz a Walles: | - 
-with-Tvy,! that falls en, f* 


| faddain--weiths:; its /green: Ornes [b 


ments, by:its weightiand -weaks[ $ 
nels. i © Theiklow qf>/Death;: ib th 
the howindet mnens Acktiny:Fox@ve, El 
—_— no: {þace oluRepencangT 
riteaall; beeween Dea ſly 
2ndl + apron ok Soul jm ak 
wediarelyafteri ip te; i166 
terves}>ra:-dectthe ic ervaccl fi 
Deoiny:Hhiitisdn jearty (execntnd;ſub 
ind ſjid\bbe publick: and. ra Ms 


cxocared tithe; laſt: Day. 
Men:botdly jeiureracomtinueſþ n 


locn:hope:of a Sealonto! repent 
herdafrer. : Aftoniſbing'enormauy 

Folly, L-as:ifichey; po aſſured df 
Tine, .-and he; Divine: Grace 


my 
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led; is che-Bolly ob profþerous 
Sinners; 7 Folly! 1s /che Caufe of 
their abuſing-Proſpericy;; and the 
Efe&t of their-Ptoſperity;abiiſed; . 
The moſt proper Notion/of;Fol- : - 


akes in judging: and comparing 
Ittinps ; ' from whence the TE 
Biides into Error, and makes an 
mworthy choice: And: accord: ].. 
x wa to the: weight and; conſe- 
daence of things, the miore"re- 
nrkable is the degree of Folly in 


when wo value and are 
Kighied in temporal CO 
&/thelr Happineſs, and Heaven _ 
e'irs "& Joys'ls 
K ["and: yilfed: in the © 


w : 


lyis, that the Underſtanding miſ. - - | 


Sediſceming cheir Differences. _ * = 
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fon, tis Folly above all wonder; 
| Folly of fo rare and ſingular, 
Nature, that if the judicarive Fa 
wete not corrupted, K werc 
impoſſible: they ſhould be guily | - 
of it. This-will appear by CON- 
ſidering the eflential and inlepars- 
ble Properties of Man's Felicity; | 
—_— Les ris 'perfe&tive and ſatisfying df] 
-4 ef, fr in- Man in his fupream Faculties. | 
_ oe 1, : The perfeftion of Man 
curſus þ cou- does principally conſiſt in the ex- 
ſeq; 4%: cellenciesof his ſpiritual & immor 
za ft mor- | , . ws | 
dre & in- tal part: As in the various kind | || 
vadere. 1din of Creatures, there is ſomething 


that is their proper Excellency, fot 
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him a natural and regular Fein 

nion over them.  *Tis the higheſt 
and divineſt Faculty of the Soul ; 

and from hence the dedudtion is 
dear, thatour Felicity conſiſts in 
the perfefion of the Mind. If 
the Excellencies of all other Crea- 
tures were ,united in Man, they 


could derive no true monk to 


him, becauſe. they cannot adorn 
and perfe&. what is his proper 


Excellence... Now, according to 


the quality of the Objets, _ | 


which the Mind is converlant, * 


either tainted and de cm or 
purified and exalted. To apply 
itto ſenſual worldly things, how 
to increaſe Riches, . and make proviſi- 
on for the Fleſh, to fulfil its Luſts, 
is more truly vilifying, than if a 
Prince ſhould employ his, Coun- 
fellors. of State, and the Judges 
$ his Courts, in the Offices of Nis 

Kitchen, 
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Kitchin, | of to dig in the Ole. 
pits. The Mind 15 cottuprediand 
debaſed by application to infetioe 
periſhing things, as Gold and Sil: 
ver are allayed, andlofe of thet? 
puriry' and value, by a mizcure 
with Copper and Tin. God a! 
lone is the Sovereign Obje&'sf 
the Mind, with reſpeCt to its dig! 
nity and capacicy, its ſuperior and 
nobleft Operations : and by cvit 
remplating his glorious Attribates 
- and E xceliancic tes, who is beſt "in 
himſelf, and beftrous; the Mind 
is  nlighttied and enfarged;” ra 
nevied” and raifed, made kuly 
and heavenly, full of Beauty; 
Order, and Tranquillity, ''amd 
transformed into the likeneſs of 
the Divine Perfe&tions. © 
2. All the Proſperity in the © 

World cannot bring true Satisfa- F* 
ion to him that enjoys ir : fot Þ&t 
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ws diſproportionate to; the: ſpirt- 
wal and immortal nature. of the 
Soul. This is. ſo clear. by Rea- 
| ſon, that i may ſeem as. needleſs 
\ | and impertinent- co inſiſt on it, 
; | as to. uſe; Arguments to; prove 
| | dat Goldand Diamonds are not 
| proper Food for the Body-:: bur 
| che; {elf-deceiying folly of | the 
| | carnal Heart, ſo enamour'd of 
. Bibs: vanicy of this World, -(thar 
; | ke the plealure of a Gharm, is 
 [eapnterfeir agd deadly } makes it 
| agceflary to / inculcate;: known 
 [Ewaths,: ithat Men may, timely 
 Upeevent ther {fad Confequences .of 
 Ulaeh Folly,jandnot be aceeſlacies 
| [ocjbeir  tormenting Conviction 
T bje&xpeticncs:: +1145 truey,-carnal 
and,;chaterial,/Fhings, pleatantly 


_ tet the: outivard Mans yer 
| Puckya vanity. in them, thatithey . 
©neicher-a purenor 2 prevalent 
= Good, 
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Good, -with reſpect to the naty. 
ral and civil ſtate of Man here, 
Riches, and Honours, and- ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, are not without: 
mixture. of bitterneſs, that cor- 
rupt the content that Men & 
pect in them ; they are not ef 
cacious to remove or alla the 
Evil to which all are expoſed-in 
this open ſtate. A ſharp Dileak 
makes all the Joys of the Warllſ 
inſipid and ddbicakie, Burt ſup i 
e themin their elevation, thy] 4 
cannot ſupply the Wants and E#| 
gencies, nor ſatisfy the Deſires 4 
the Soul. - They cannot reſtorſ| 7 
Men to the Favour of God, and} 7 
bleſſed Communion with him Fe 
nor renew the Image of his. Holi|| i 
neſs in chem. They are*but'4 it 
vain Name, a nike ſhadow. ol 
e Felicity , and entirely - depend 
upon the ſimplicity and age qi 
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.of Men for their valuation, - 'Fhe 
"Apoltle therefore tells us, that 
they that will be rich,” fall into t 
ggtion,. and a ſnare, and: into wu 
fooliſh laſts, Thoſe who tefolve 
and labour to ger Riches , thinking 
40 find Feliciry in them,' are. mil- 
ted by as grols folly, as thoſe who 
preſume by their coſtly prepara- 
tions co turtr Braſs or Lead into 
Gold. + For if ir be folly co-de- 
We and attempt what is - 
ris equall ſo in rl ares 
or) ih, rh ſarigfaction'-in 
Wealch, wi in any other ſecular 
Things, as 1n the Alchymiſts, that 
Waſte their real Eſtates: for i innagi- 
tary Treaſures. — | 
Beſides ; the happieſt Condi- 
ionere, '2s "tis like the Moon, 
| thar de the brighteſt is ſpotted and 
a Imperfet; lo  Eclipſes are not leſs 
_ range to it than to that Planer, 
K 2 The 
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"The World is at the 'beſt of 1 a 
. tranſient : ule, , and. the plealan 


_Exror,gf.. the. Carnal Ming, wil 


be of ſhext.contiquapce., Wichia 


_ a litle yihyle;j.chat which was de. 
clar'd withluch. ſolemaity by the 
Angelin the Revelation, ; He lifty 
#p his hand to Heaven, and foos. h 
 Him-that. lives for ever,, that Tu 


ol be no more; / will be true gf 
every mortal Perſon, The' rich 
Maachat was ſurveying his Eſtat 


. wich. carnal complacency, anf 
_ extending. his hopes of. volupty 


ous. living,.to many Years, ws 
ſurpriz'd with the facal Sentence; 
Thou Fool, this Night . ſhall thy \ Sox 
be required of thee : —_ 6 #64 ſhdl 
thoſe tings be which thou haſt pro 
vided * Now, can that. be ,our 
Happineſs that is of ſuchan un- 
certain tenure, that every hou 
may b be ſnarch* 'd from ys, or we 
from 
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for 'ir? If one” ſhould! with 

gfeac Expences build a Manſion- 

Houle, and: plant Gardens in a 

place ſubject to frequent Earth- 
mr overturn all in- 
)confuſton;would not his folly be 

conſ] picuous ? Yet how many pra- 

file themſelves what they would 

&ridein others ? They {et their 

Heart upon the things of - the 

World, that are liable ro'a thou- 

find changes, and muſt ſhortly 

be parted with for ever. The 

Slaves 'of Honour, ' that are ſo 

fmell'd'with airy Titles of Great- 

neſs, and the flattering Reſpects 

of others, muſt ſhortly be deve- 

fed of all; and when' laid in 

their Tombs, the Trophies of 

Vanity, will be inſenſible of the | 

fenown and applauſes of the* 247m at 

World. * Alexander the Great is Pier 4: 


long ſince dead to the pleaſure of cs __ 
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bis Immortal Man. And-Death 
will make a /final ſeparation be. 
tween the, Rich and-their Trea- 
ſures, and put an end to all the 
Delights of Men. Now what 
folly is it to prefer a Felicity, that 
is deceitful in the enjoyment, and 
leaves the Soul empty when | 
molt fills it, that is (o vaja and 
tranſitory, before -an Eternal 
Heaven; a blefledneſs that (ur- 
paſſes our Hopes, that ſecures out 
Fears, that ſatisfies our immende 


Deſires ; 2 bleſſedneſs 'that the Þ 


humane Underſtanding in all the 
capacity of its thoughts is not a- 
ble ro comprehend, a bleſſednefs 
becoming the Majeſty and Mag: 
nificence of God that beſtows it. 
What madnels, : to deſpiſe Hex 
ven, as if the Eternity of the next 
World were but a moment, and 
70 love this World, as if this mo- 
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mentary Life were an Ecernity, 
The full aggravation of this, 
dyes the Love of the World 
with the deepeſt tinQure of ' Fol- 
ly: as will appear .by conſjder- 
1g, 


\ 1. *'Tis avoluntary choſen Fol- 
ly. Thus the Divine Wiſdom 
with paſſion reproaches wretched 


Snners, Flow long ye ſample Ones, Prov. 1. 22. . 


pill ye love ſimplicity * This heigh- 
tens their Character ta love ſo ob+ 


*ſtinately, what is ſo unlovely 


and unbecoming the reaſona- 
ble Nature. The Lighc of Rea- 


ſon and Revelation diſcovers the 


Yanity of the Warld : 'tis not for 


want of Evidence, but for want 
of uſing the Light, that Men do 
not diſcern their wretched miſ- 
take. God complains in the 


Prophet, My Pegple doth not conſi- Ifa. x. 


4 der, 
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der. The means of reftoring Men 
to a ſound Mind, is by due con- 
{ſideration: 'The Soul retires from 
the World; and makes a ſolemn 
enquiry; For what End am I cre- 
ated ? for what do I conſume my 
Time? It my Endeavours are all 


for the Earth, what remains for: 


Heaven ? what do [I prepare, what 
ſhall attend me, what ſhall 1 
meet in the next State 2 How 
long will it be before I muſt leave 
this viſible World, and after the 
irrevocable ftep- into the next, 
immediately appear before the 
inlightned Tribunal of God, 
whole Judgment is ſo ſtri&t, that 
the Righteous are ſcarely ſaved, 
and ſo heavy, that the ſtrongeſt 


Sinners cannot endure 2 Can the - 


World prevent my doom to Hell, 


or releaſe me from ic > Will the 


remembrance of the Enjoyments 
| here 


yuan, hand - yours \ 
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here, afford any refreſhment in 
Everlaſting Burnings? By. ſuch 
ſad and — Soliloquies, the 
vicious ſenſual Aﬀe@ions/are era- 


dicated; and the Heart is- tranſ- 


planted from Earth ro' Heaven. 
If Men would wiſely ponder 


things,'- if Conſcience, the fin- | 


cere and unſuſpeted Judg did 
Hold the Ballance, and pur into 
one Scale the Glory, the Riches, 
and Pleaſures of this World ; and 
into the other, the Promiſes that 
belong to Godlinels here, and 


hereafter, how deſpicably lighr 


will they be found ? "Twas truly 


ſaid, that falſe Scarlet appears 


with luſtre, till compared with the 
Rich and True ; ſo the fiftitious® 


| Felicity of this World is very ſpe- 


cious,” and raviſhes the Minds of 
Men, till compared with Ccele- 
ſtial Felicity. Worldly Honour 


IS 
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is counterfeit, becaule 'tis no cer- 
tain Argument of inherent worthy 
Vain-glory and real Infamy, often 
meet in the ſame Perſon : : yer 'ris 
admir'd, and ambitiouſly fought, 


till compar'd with- the Honour of. 


the Saints, What is a Reputation 
and Honour with the Worms and 
Moles of the Earth, compared 
with the Honour that comes from 
| the eſteemof God, and Angels, 
and other bleſſed Spirits above, 
who incomparably exceed all 
Mortals in number, and infinite- 
ly in underſtanding > What is a 
vaniſhing ſhadow of Reputation, 
againſt an eternal ineſtimable 
weight of Glory 2 What are the 
Riches of this World, Gold, and 
Silver, and Jewels, for gaining 
of which ſo many loſe their Souls, 
but vile traſh compared with the 
ſacred Treaſures of Heaven, the 


Graces 
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Graces of the Saints > What are 
the empty delights of the Senſes, 
compared with the Peace on- 
ſrience, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 


that can ſweeten' all our Sorrows 


| here, and the fulneſs of Joy that 


ſprings from God's Preſence in 


Heaven ? If Men would make 


judicious Compariſons, their AFf- 
feftions would cool towards pe- 
riſhing Vanities, But oy will 


only look upon what is pleaſant 


and attractive in the World, with- 
our regarding its miſerable De: 
ke&s, withour'confidering what 
s infinitely better, and moſt wor- 
thy of their ardent deſires and vi- 
gorous endeavours. oy are ſo 
pleas'd with their Error, ſo Inga- 
ged in the ſweet captivity of the 
World, that they cannot extricare 
themſelves if they would,becauſle ' 
they will-not if they could. 
: | Þo "Tis 
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2. 'Tie a alptle and. _ 
Folly. When Children prefer 


things of Luſtre before things"of 


Value, their childiſh Toys, before 


real Treaſures; when they chuſe 


2 lictle preſent Enjoyment, before 


a future Good thar is incotmpata- 
bly better, their: Folly is innocent, 
becauſe Reaſon cannot diſplay its 
operations in them: But 'when' 


'. Men, who are capable to diſtin- 


ouich between the things that are 


ſeen and temporal, and the things that 
are not ſeen and' eternal , when they 
ſottiſhly prefer ſenſible things be- 
fore | Spiritual, © notwithſtanding 
the vaſt difference between them, 
| both in the quality and duration, 
their choice. is {o criminal, as Je 
ſerves 'an everlaſting Hell. if 
Efau had been a'Child when” he 
ſold his AT—_— for a Meſs of 
: Pottage, 
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Portage, his folly had been excu- 
led; for he was:compelled by 
hunger ; . and the glorious dignt- 
ty,ok the Birthright! was ;diſpro- 
partionate- to,7his; Appetite and 
Paderſtanding : but Mt Ris ma- 
ure; Age, [When ;capable- £t0,.11t- 
derſtand his Intgxeſt,, to-part with 
fo. :lacred and, preciqusan.advyan- 
tage, : for a.;little;{ſeniual fatigfar 
Qion,.. was{ 9} ;profabe an »6,:' that 
be, was juſtly deprved. of che -Di- 
vine. Bleſſing, that, was annext; ta 
the - Birchright. ---:/Thar, | Beaſts 
ae wholly, led! by; their, ſeaſual 
Appetiries, 1s Natural and;;jegu- 
lar, their - voracity- aud <rve ty; 
folly. and filthinels, envy. and; fu- 
IY,; Are, nokrvicious palligns,) be» 
cauleSecnle is the luperior!Faculty 
inathem, . | Bur when. Mep-are-fa 
brutiſh, .;that the ObjeRs} thas 
pleale-.their:;:Ey8s, rand: zdizoal 
hn . Senſes, 
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Senſes, are the only AttraQtives 
of their affefions, tis unna- 


tural and monſtrous ; becauſe 
Reaſon ſhould havethe ſupreme 
cy in them. If a Woman remain 
in a ſingle ſtate, ſhe has power 
over her Ations, and nw free- 
ly govern her ſelf; but if mar 
oof is ſubordinate to her Huf- 
band: and diſobedience to his 


Amthority and ne Counſels, 
is culpable. Body conſt- 


natural Appetites,, and might en- 
joy what is ſuitable ro rk Ace 
' cording totheir capacity ; bur uni- 
ted with an immortal Spirit, that 
is ftampt with the living Image 
of God, its deſires muſt be limi- 
ted and direted 'by the Mind, 
and thepleaſing of Senſe in Adti- 


ons forbidden by the Mind, is | 


rebellion againſt the' ruling! Fa: 
pe  - _ 
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.culty..- If one be under a Diſeaſe 

that Wine inflames and increaſes, 
and the Phyſician forbids it as 
deadly, 2 the Patient will judg 


only by his Pallate whether Wine 
be good. for him; were it:not_ a 
kind of: brutiſhneſs worthy of 
the Evil.char attends.it ? Such per- 


yerſe Folly are Men guilty of in 


their ſenſual Satisfaftions, where- 
«4 the Soul is unſpeakably wrong- 

and God highly diſhonoured, 
who has given to Man a more: ex- . 
cellent Spirit, than to the Fowls 


..of the Air, that che may judg of 


things, not-as they appear,. but as 
yn CE 


Tis the molt i ipnominious 
Folly. Shame ariſes from the 
ſenſe .of .'a debaſed. Excellence : 
the Underſtanding is the moſt 
a Faculty in Man; and 
nothing 


= —— 
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nothing brings a greater  diſre 

tation + 75.4 rugs when __ 
deceived by. the ignorance or in, 
confideratenels of his Mind, And 
the delufion'is moſt ſhameful in 
matters of great moment.” Now 
for a: Man to exchange his Soul; 
that is of : Angelical: -Enainence; 
for tranſicory- Vanities ; © folly?! 
how .enormous, how. aRonifla 
ing! The Lord Jeſus, who as 
the: Creator 'and Redeemer , of 


. Souls, perfectly knew their Worth, 


puts the Queſtion, .1o-.as to:imp 
ply the ſtrongeſt demial, [What is a 


Man profited ;if be ſhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own Soul? or; 


what ſhall a Man give in exchange 


for bis Soul? The vanity of the 
Purchaſe, and :the-yalue of the 
Loſs,” is ſuch, that no Man, con4 
ſcious of his Immortality; in the 


next ſtate, but ———"*- 


ſhaken our of 
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prodigious Fool, that gains the 
World ' by the loſs of his Soul. 


that he is an infinice loſer, and 


"Tis {aid of the ancient * Ger- * Pretium 
mans, that in their Commerce 77 6 


wich the Romans, receiving Sil- wh 4 


yer for their Amber, chat has no 
yirtue but to draw Straws to it, 
they were antiazed ar the .price. 
And certainly the great Temipter 
cannot but wonder at the fooliſh 
exchange that Men miake, ini 
piving their immortal Souls to 
him for periſhing Vanities ; and 
having this ſcotnful advantage,. 


will -much more upbraid then 


hereafrer, than ever he allur'd 


them here. 


The ſhame that attends this 
Folly, is ſometimes felt by Sin- 
ners-in this World ; when they are 

their Rupifying 
L Nuit 


Tacit: 
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— {flumber, and fully awak'd to dif; 


cover their evil Choice. Thus 

the Apoſtle ſpeaks, What Fruit had 

ou of thoſe things "whereof you an 
now aſhamed, for the end. of thak 
+ * | things #s death? When the memg, 
ry of Sin is revived, with a © 
judgment of it, that which. by, 
Jer. 17. 11. Emptineſs in the beginnung, aud. Death 
inthe Iſſue, muſt bave Shame inte 
middle. The Prophet tells us, Zh 

that getteth Riches, and not by. right, 

ſhall leave them in the midſt of bg 
days, and at his end ſhall be a. Faok 

He was.a Fool all along in his de 

. ceiving .of others, tho reputeg, 
worldly. wile ; but in the iſſug; 
when that which he gained cannot 

be kept; and the Soul being loſt, 
 Can.never be recovered ; by, thefliy 
.conviction of his Conſcience,. hefl, 

is a Fool, and reflects upon his pak, 

4 | folly 


I 
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folly with confuſion. Bur at the 
aft day, the ſhame of fooliſh” 
Sinners ſhall be diſplayed before 
the Eyes of the whole World. 


i ſhane and everlaſting contempt. 
Meats is the ks Seas, 
hot co'be expoſed a ſpeftacle of 
'£ Korn before a thronged Theatre, 
Fs the aggravation 3 eminence of 
8 the Shame: How confounding will 
© te ſhame of Siriners be in the 
2 wiverſal confluence of Angels 
"I &d Saints, and the preſence of 
1 tie glorious God,the Judg of all ? 
vE the fenſe of their Guilc and Folly 
. Will ting them for ever. 


- 4-.*Tisthe moſt woful Folly: 
Here fuch miſchievous Effects 
"proceed from it -as deſerve the 
VWEiddeſt lamentation, The Under- 
RS. Rand: 


Tis foretold, that ſome ſhall riſe Dan.; +5; 
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ſtanding, the higheſt Faculty, the 
Beauty and Excellency of Man is 
blinded, the Will is fetrered by 
corrupt Paſſions, and the whole 
Manmiſerably inſlaved to Satan, 
What a ſpe&acle of Compaſſion 


was Sampſon in the ſlavery of the 


Philiſtines? He that had been the 


General and Judg of 1ſrael, wg 


deprived of his Sight, and Dt 
_ vine Strength : his warlike Handy 


that had been. of equal. powe' 


with an Army, and performd 
ſuch glorious Archievements, were 
imployed in turning a Mill,. the 
Work of a Beaſt : and his Miſery 
was pointed and made ſharper by 
the infulration of his Enemnes 
The true Emblem of the degene 
rate State of Men ; the Soul that 
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was created in the Image of God, þ 
and had a peaceful  ſoveraignty hy 
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over the ſenſual Appetites,a ſupe- 
riority over ſenſible things, is now 
inſlaved and employedin the vile 
drudgery of Sin, and become the 
derifton of the Devils. - This is 
little: chought of, or lamented, bur 
therefore the more wotful. * The 
loſs of. the Kingdom was not ſo 
diſmal a Judgment to Nebuchad- 
nagar, as the loſs of his Under- 
ſanding. When his Reaſon was 
taken away, and the Heart of a 
Beaſt was givento him , twas.the 
loweſt and [addeſt degradation. 
;Bur - hereafter the miſery of 
fooliſh Sinners will be extream. 
The:Apoſtle tells us, that the love 
ofthe World cauſeth en to fall : Tim.s.9; 
into temptation and 4 ſnare; and into 

many fooliſh and burtful Luſts, which 

drown Men in Deſtruction and Per- 

The Expreſſions are full . 
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to exaggerate the hotror of their 
ruines, and to ſignify that tis abs 
{olute and irrecoverable. The 
Luſts of Men are equally fooliſh 
and pernicious; they pleaſe them 
ſelves'in the '/Enjoyments: of -the 
World,.':and- are: ſecure, as if 
bathing in.the. Fountains of -Feli- 


city,when ready to be ſwallowed 


up in the Whirlpool of Dear 
By ſenſual Vanities they are. 6 
ſtranged from God, carelels & 
their Duty, and are finally feps 
rated from his bleſſed Preſence, 
And as the enjoying God, without 
a poſſibility of loſing him, is our 
conſummate happineſs ;© forte 
loſe him, without hopes of: ever 
enjoying him, is extream miſery, 
The fooliſh Sinner is not afle&ed 
with this. now ; whilſt he lives in 


pleaſure, he is contentto be with- 


ou 
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dar Godi inthe World ; bur here- 
after, when he ſhall be: eprived 
bF- theſe li he ſhort-liv'd © Plea- 
flitts, and Thall know +4 utiva- 
fliable lofs of his Happ igefs, Sor- 
tows will overwhelm him for 
Wer, ” As it befel that Infidel in 
he '2 Kings 8. he ſaw the Plen- 
y, but was nor. ſuffered to taſte 
Te; "ſo the damned Thall ſee 
the Glory of Heaven ſhining in 

the Saints, bur ſhall not parrake 

"Ir. 


"!Phis miſery will be amplified 
hider the following Heads. | 


oF 
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Pr. We are to conſider the .Ju- 
Mes, 'the certainty and the hea- 
vitieſs of the De cuction, that 
fhall ſeize on fooliſh Sinners oy | 
abuſe TS; ty. 
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; 1 . Toilluſtrate the Juſtice of 


f | 
God in.their deftruCtion, 1 ſhall | ' 
only. inſiſt on that Reaſon that-is || 


ſo admirably amplihed. in ..chis 
Proy. 1 Chapter for their conviRtion ; that 

is, their Deſtruction is the Fruit 

of cheir own choice, The Di: | 

vine Wiſdom allures and invites || 

them, by all the moſtrender and || | 

powerful Perlwaſives, to. forſake E: 
their ruinous Courle, and the Sp- || 
rit of Grace ſhould be poured upon; || | 
mY Lint f the Eancf of Glo- 
xy ; but they would not, be con- || | 
vincedand reformed ; they loved || 
ſimplicity, the vain volatile Plea- | 
ſures .of Sin, though attended || 
with Perdition :* They bated Know- || 
ledg, Godlineſs, though recom- 
mended by the aſſurance. of a 
blefled eternal Reward : therefore 
their Deſtru&ion is reſolved inta 
(help 
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their own Choice. Indeed no 
Man.can direQly and abſolutely 
chuſe Miſery, . or 'reje&t Happ1- 
nels,”-but vertually. and by .real 
conſequence the moſt do,... A 
Prodigal that waſtes his Eftate, 
does not intentionally and delibe- 
ately chuſe Poverty, but thus he 
inks 


and , proceeding /.to innumerable 
Expences, he at laſt becomes -poor, 
#2, 7 Rs is voluntary, be- 
cauſe 'tis rhe iflue of his volunta- 
ry. exorbirant profuſeneſs, The 
evil of Sin, though ir be deſtru- 
ive, and in that reſpe&t'not eli- 
gible by Man, yet cis. pleaſing to 
his corrupt Nature : and the de- 
praved-,Will is ſo allured by . the 


preſent Pleaſure, that it antici- 


pates the RefleQtjons of the Mind, 
ang _ 


DA,: this  Expence is for my 
Honour, this for my Pleaſure, 
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Deut. 32.6. 


and chuſes to gratify che Propen- | 
fions' of Narnre, with a bratifh 


diſregard of the terrible Cotiſe- 
quences of Sin. And the prefenit 
diſconvenience of ſerjons' &y 
tothe carnal Heart, cauſes an” a- 
verſenels from it, notwitliftznd- 
ing the heavenly Felicity thar-is 


promiſed to it. Men prefer ir. | 


nal' Sweets before Communion 
with God; and tho not 1 norant 
of the Iflue, continue pen D 
Sits. 'And "tis the exactii 
Juſtice, to deprive Sinners of | Rar 
blefledneſs which they obſtinacly 
refns* d, and to bring on them the 
miſery they perverfly chufe. And 
when At te laſt Day the'Son' of 
God ſhall charge upon Sinners 
their negle& of his compaſſionate 


and repeated Calls, that he often 
| knocks at the Door to ger an 
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entrance into their Hearts, : bur: all 
in-vain, the World was there, and 


barr'd ir-againlt him. The guil- 


ty: gracelefs Souls will be: tuck 
with a defenceleſs falence,: not a« 
ble to make 2-Requelt for Par- 
don, : but with: deſpairing: Fears 
muſt. ſubmic ro-their 42. F.euem 


| | Condemnation. 'Fhe Equity © of 


God's Ways, andthe Iniquity: 'of 
Mens; will at the laft be clear to 
every Eye. Then all the Bleſfings 
my: received will riſc up in judg- 

them, ' as proofs of 
their Wickedneſs,- that makes 


them more guilty, and deſeryed- _ 


ly miſerable. Then Conſcience, 
that is now ſtupified by ſenſualizy, 
will make a. refle&tians* u 
onthe folly of their Choice, and 
be more tormenting than the in- 
jernal Fiends, When Creſus, = 
xicn 
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- rich King of Lydia, was bound to 


the Stake, and the Fire: kindled 
for ' his'| burning, he lamentably 
cried out, Solon, Solon, Solon” and 
being. :ask'd the reaſon of it, de- 
clared,” that in-the height of his 
Proſperity, that wiſe Grecian had 
adviſed him to' prepare for a Re- 
volntion from ' his Glory and 
Greatneſs into a milerable State, 
and: his: negle& of that Counſel 
was miore tormenting than the 
loſs. of his” Kingdom. - How 
piercing will the remembrance 

be.to loſt Souls of their deſpiſing 

the Inſtruions, Warnings, and 

gracious' Methods of the Divine 

Wiſdom, to have'prevented their 
ruin 2::that Mercy was {ſo often 

and-{o-rebelliouſly reſiſted ? this 
will bethe Hell of Hell. | 


2. The 


of P2olperity. 


2, The certainty of their.De- 
ſruftion. is next to - conſidered. 
'Tis unchangeably eſtabliſh'd by 
the Divine Ordination, that the 
Pleaſures of Sin ſhall end in. the 
miſery of obſtinate Sinners. This 
is declared in the Word of God, 


A 


if ye live according to the Fleſh, Je Rom. Il. 


ſhall die : And as 'tis founded in 
deſtributive Juſtice, ſo ir ſhall be 
executed from his Truth... Our 


Saviour tells us, Heaven and Earth Mat. 5. 
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pear withy Chriſt ar: his. fecon@ 
#:1 Sor the- terrible Dearly 
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the-Dayp/of Wrath. Ando 4 
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tion iv Sinnets; whonz Proſpericy' 
deccives and*hardens;| he cannot” 


bar be tenderly: moved, and-is/ 


nfolk earneſtly to pray to. 
the merciful Bather of Spirits, whole- 


Grace is Omnipotendt, - tha he 


would recover ifilap ſed Souls; 
bleeding 'to-* Pome” Heath, 18 
there be any Charity-1b 
our brefts; nit mfr bis hearts; 
and diſſolve us in teats'tp-pre- 
vent, or at leaft toi 'folemnize- | 
and: lament their heavy: Defti: 
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Heaven,-t0.:Tecover Sinners cor- 
rupted by Proſperity, and to re-! 
cura them; to: Gods, :Senle, tho 
its-principalead is to-piclerye the 
Body; 'is:fiotalwaysafic:judg .of- 
things beneficial to..it: the Ap- 
petites agd, Ayerſions. are ſome-, 
times pernicious ; Qne-tra Drops; 
ſy. drinks to..quench: his' Thirft;; 
and increaſes. his Diftemper. + A; 
bitter Potions reje&ted: by a ſick, 
Child, not conltdering -that a7 
Medicine,: nat Sweet-meats, -can- 
cure his;;Diſeaſe: | The-pleaſure; 
of the.taſte,: is no certain indica»: 
tion of | what is wholſome for: 
Health :- much more uncapable is 
Senſe to judg of what is uſeful. 
for the Soul. Reaſon. is entirely 
renounced; gnd fallacieus Senſe is 
inthe. Throne, when;Proſpericy 
with. its; gaudy: Allurements "1s 
efteemed-as our Happineſs, and 
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The Heart of the Wiſe is.in the Houſe 
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of: Sorrows: here, -whacthe Iflues 


will be hereafter, and tetracts his 


fooliſhichoice. In the time of 
Afttiction, :our Sins find” 
and *tigmoſt likely-we ſhall then 


find (our / Sins out, -and\with re: 
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and with hatred renouncethem. - 
.-Now the conſideration of the 
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Patience and thankfnlneſs,- to ac- 
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of God's peculiar favour; Our Sa- 
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tes the rebellious'Jeivs, I will Ezck.16.42 
juſt my : Fury! towards: thte:to reſt; _ 
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” "076-1 ry: implying. a final | 
divorce, 'a:leaving.them to! theix 
impure Idolatries, without. more 
\ | correction;!, .If thete be ſuch A 
- | hardneſs of: heart. as-the Fire can: 
not-melt, ſuch a/ruſtithat the Fire 
cannot wify, God will not waſke 
\ | bis Jude: ments on ſuch-deſperate 
. Seam He withdraws his ch» 
* | Riſing band, - as hopeleſs" theix 
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| amendment, and thar deſertion is 
a fatal ſignature of 'Reprobation. 
And on the contrary, many times 

God's Love is moſt tender and 
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&s cot a ftronger evidence of his 
farherly wile Love; chan the diff 
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Thefuft: to whom bur Saviout 
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. Let us therefore, : with. Free 
dfincereAﬀeRions, 
make-an.eſtimae of all ſcofible 
rn 44 judg our ſelves to be 

favour of /God, bythe 
rectivad here, a6 
Vrachby Evil: Letw 
is d at "the Proſpexigy 
of. the icked; nor thaken at 
che Afflitions of the ( Fore 
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- and ſeems edindul & Mens 
Leomn From It is bu a lic- 
te while; atid the Pleaſures of 
Sinners; and” the ' Afflitions of 
the Saints, ' will end in'a fate di- 
yedtly contrary to what is enjoyed 
prfufſexed here. With Goda th theu- 
ſand Tears" are but as one day: the 
World is norof a weeks ſtanding 
inthe Divine Account: he 'miea> 
ſuresall'chings by Ecernity : the 


Yellels of Mercy are by ſan&tifi- 


ed Aﬀlitions made fict Ecernal 
Glory. The Veſſels of Wrath are 
by the abuſe of his Bounty and Pas 
_ fitted eternal rattign, 


la he laſt place, from henee 
we fhould be warned to be al- 
ways -cireumlipe& to'' avoid the 


Enilschac uſually artend Proſpe- 


; to: wn gays it to our eternal 
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eransfules; x contagiaus/Malignity 


Into. every. one.that:weats'it; 5A 
Perſon tþar.is-richiand honourz- 


.ble, andiniPowen, may not ot 
Ly be ay ——_— ar Sand 
by bis dedicating and/employing 
she Gifts of -God. to: his. Glory, 


and the; Pyblick. Good. -: *Tis's | 


Point of high-and holy Wiſdom 
and only-taught in-therSchool: of 
Heaven, | how-to manage the off 
polite ſtates-of the: preſent Life, 
{0 as not/toobe vainly ſwelling in 
Proſpericy,..nor broken-and flags 
ging in. Adverſity, butto preſerve 
an #quanimity, a conſtant com: 
poſed mind, the bleſled imiration 
of the divine Unchangeableneſs; 
St. Pail ſaith; without; yain arro- 
gance, '1;know both hoy to-be' abafed; 
and I know how to abyund: every 
whe e, md ingll things I aminſtrutted, 
Wy £0 : both 
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of Proſperity. 


both to be. full' and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to ſuffer need;:. *T'was 

I ſecret of Spirit,notlearn'd'from 
Men, bur from the holy Spirir'of 
God. In fome reſpe&s *tis a mote 
difficulc'exerciſe to \manage Pro- 
ſperity' than- "Adverſicy.'': Many 
are hke' Hannibal, victorious in 
rr agrinene confliting with Ads 
verſity,and vanquiſhr.by-enticink 
leo, k Tis obſerved of the 
Lamps 'in ſome of che-Romain 
Tombs, thathave burnt for:ma- 


ny Ages, and are bright whilſt 


kepr cloſe; that as'ſbon'as they 
are open'd to'the Air, -a breath © 


Wind extinguiſhes thent: © Thins 


the Vertues: of ſome-fhine inia 
low retired Condition,when there 
are no Temptations, nv:occaſionh 
of quenching them: bur: when 


brought- forth +intoirhe' open 
World; :and//ſhould»rappear + in 
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thet David: latimating that his 
Religion was not ſo cka&t when 
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rl midft' of nlual tetapting 
Objects, is the cleareſt diſcovery 
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vine Grace,;;of t y, inge» 
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deſty in b low Condition, ate 
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vmware o- be pious, and 
the Wotld-in-Af- 
feions, ts: no: wonder; bur in 
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vince them how deceirfut and in» 
ſufficient the grounds of their 
pride are. He puts themin fear, 
that they may know themſelves to be 
bue Aden. /  Fhero' are ſuch great 
and juſt Allays of the vain Mind, 


| fuch Corre&tives. of Pride, thas 


» » ſtrange: that an remporal 
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the more. eminent the advantage 
of ſome is above others: in this 
World, the greater are their Re- 
ceirs and Obligations': and who 
_ po wp ene 
al oy 8bc.?-- rich | t 
honourable: and —_— 
and low. Neither nanuely chiags 
give , any. inherent - worth, and 
make Perſons more acceptabla 
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precious Soul undet it: che plo- 
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Beſides, how uncertain are all the 
«dmired things of this World! - 
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Eyes. \'Asthat bleſſed 


Biſhop Fdooper ſays; iLard, 1 am 


Hell, thoutrt Ehaveni 1 T.am a Sinck 


Ty thou-art the Fawntiinof Eos: 
And'the. more'\gracions 


| on; Fans. 1>1 ori gs ec the 


more: finful:ſhould 
to themſelves. - Humilicy yy 


vers our native Poverty,:in the 


j- midſt of rich Abundance ; our 


ww ho 


rue 


nn 


Honours, that riothiqg is 
Dide: _ £ = 


the mae meonarcy Now 
= Humility, #he more 
of Heawdn-s/inthe/Soul > ''ris thay 
diſpaſition har p 1c 19 r6+ 
rang the Grades andComforts of 
.the Spirit inn excetient degree, 
wank te DOroud;; (the Self; 
conocited: and Aſpirityg he-is:a4 
_ 
| ves $ 
Trotfurs,) who valte themſchves 
and bearichigh for rhe\abundance 
of: this World: Buthi: gives Grace 
tathe Hnnble: - The duc fenſe' of 


our Wams, and Unwornhinels; 
makes us irco yertake of Divine 


” yy os 
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ble in the Eyes of. God, and Mans 
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men, is an excelleac\\preſervative 
from the evil of Prolperity 
lity :and Meckngls are always 
ia conjnGion,. and maſk. amizr 


of mech ami quiet Spitie,; which 46. " Pet34 
the ba __ 
; oak | 


ſhiad. 
4in, COD blefled Saviaur, 
wgarany Patten of PerfeRir 
'8xe:; propounded as 
nally | imoitable by us | Lecrs 
me, for:il-wn meek pe ra When 
became. in his Regal Office, he is 
thus deſcribed, Ryjaice. greatly, 


Davghbttr of Sion: 
pate : Fel ty Ken 


peat 


oa, and 


ScveinsJewh, the Church is excited 


in his mild Monarchy. 


And Chriſtians, who in Profcdli- 


on 


 iibthoſe 86:00 OHenc- - This eſpe- 
cially Canis nh thoſe whore in 


4x ſuperior: for Proj 
a ſponcrOne& 6 gfe as 


ther”? Bur- chere'is' no« 

ox betoming- Men int 

Power 'than A 
a_ wo | Sore ar dpix rie, : qty 
evok'd hajarits; 'and;ealtl 

pedometer 4 graious- _ 

deſbenſion _ in-Werds'and 
A&ions, - ever'2oallrferiors; 

q And cpecly mech is 'nece(- 

-. _  *fary4in #ſubmiifive receiving Re- 

probfs for'Sinj whethvr' —_ 

Miniſtry of 'xbs Word 0h} 

faihful Friend.” -- Proſperity + 

never more dangerous, char Ah 

Sib ke ——_— init; \wvhet 

Men 


on are Sis Diſciples, are com- 


dntle , #ndito ſhew all 


rteoHerable;cadd to trearpwith an 
11 a 9 rouphyeſs-thoſe-char are 


a 
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Men think Riches atid-Power 9 
bea privilege t9 free: them. fromi 
ſound and ſearching R and 
daniin themſelves witht les con- 
gadiQion.- And an humble ſub- 
miſſion, with reſpe& tothe. Au- 
of God, .and an. ingenious 
mactableneſs; with relpe&t 


Meckneſ Ss. and reſerves from 
ge of Pro periry. 


P 3 _ Solemin ad alfeGionats 


;, ſanRifies Prof; by, 
. This is che certain.con equene of 
in- humble. diſpoſition of Soul. 
Pride {mothers the Recers. of 
God's Favours; Thankfulneſs is 
the homage of-Humiticy: This 
F ca dhe e-God, who res 
P news 


ro the. 
fhacere aeGion of thoſe. who are. 
ichful in their Counlels for. our, 

Is; is an eminent inſtance of. 


Thanksgiving to. God for his Mer- 
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breath, and renews his Merds 
every moment; yerfo ufjuft w6d 
ungrateful are'Men, 'efpecialty* 
Proſperivy, - that 'they-Aranipe 
neglectit. Prom hetiee afe'th 
Divine Warnings ſo fdletnnly Ye 


Deut.6.z 1, Peated'tothe'l{raelites, "When thi 
12. Thalt have Aitin, and art> fill, vbenbe- 
D:ut-8. 12.Ware leſt e611 forget (hold. Ad jlef 


when thou buſt eatt\and aft ifull, 
haft. | built” yobatly Blouſes, © \arid aabth 
therein, then thy heart2be\hfted 6p, 
and thou forget the Lord thy God. 
This was:che” wicked cite of 
their Proſptiity': 1droordigg to the 
paſture fowere they: filled:, "thty RR 


filled, «and! their "heart? was * exalted ; 


therefore» have "thiy> fargiern-| ms 
There isaigreat backwardnels-:H 
z carnal heartto chankfpivirig dot 
Mercies.- ' Prayer'in ovr diftreſs, 


is a Work of Neceſſity; buvchank-| 


ful 


news 'otr Lives '25 oftth as we 
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"fot al Praiſe is! isan A Wy Oury;; = 
anal Loveis:the-cauſe '6f: the Qne, 
divine Love-of theother.; Even 
\ /Davidhowtxdehtly ddes he excite 
this Sonlvrgbuhe -perfarming this 
Duty ;- Blafs:the:Lords: 40 nance... 1,2; 
wud all thit is within me: blaſsbis Flily 
Name, -Bleſsithe-Loxd, © 26y Saw, 
nad forget:nit.all-bis Bdnefits. The 
earneſt: and: repeatedi:Addrels: to 
niake zlively and fervesit Thipreſ- 
ian upon his Soul, (is a: tacit 40- 
timation! of: the . 'dtowlyi neg- 
lgence he found'inhimialt. T bis 
Duty is Spiricual,* and to. be; per- 
formed by the Soul:thavisiour nor 
ble: part, and capable to under- 
| Kandour Obligariohs tobhe Di- 
yine Goodneſs. | Indeed,; ts :oF 
ten expreſt in the * vocal pratles * pp1.34.2; 
of :God; for there is natural cor- 
Teſpandencebetween the.Tioogue 
and the Gleart, .as :berween whe 
P 2 Haid 
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tins of a Clock, :and the: Moti- 
on of the Wheels within: bur the 
: chief parts. performed in the 
. Soul, -andis only of -value aid 
acceprance'wwith God whois the 


...7- Maker, 'the- Searcher;'\ and the 
Judg'of \our: Hearts. * Therefore 
.the Holy Pſalmiſt. calls upon bis | 


:Soul, at allthat is withinbim, every 
Faculty ro unite in the Praiſes of God: 
the Underſtanding to. \confider 
the ſeveral Arguments:of Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs, tro eſteem and 
ro admire: the divine! Goodneſs, 
£0 aſcribe: the Glory:chat is due 
to God:forthis Mercies:| the me- 
mory- to regiſter | his Benefics 
the Will-and AﬀeRions:'co! love 
him for, his "Mercies,: and. above 


1 * 


| Thankfulneſs zmblies + ſolemn 
recognition of the. Mercies of 
$706; with all the Circumſtances 
that 
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of Proſperity, ” 
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that add a luſtre to them; to affett 


8s in as vigorous'a mafinier in our 
Praiſes for the Blefſings we en- 
joy, as weare in our' Prayers for 
what we need. Not only ſignal 
Mercies, but common”and ordi- 
nary ſhould be confinially ac- 


' knowledged by us. And fince our 
Memories are ſo ſlippery as'to the 


roy of Favours, Thjuries are 
inſcrib'd in Marble'; ' Benefits 


written in Duſt : We ſhouldeve- 


ry day review the Mercies we 
enjoy, .to quicken our Praiſes 
for them, and to 'make Impref- 
fions not ſoon defac'd.” Thank- 
fulneſs implies a due valuation of 
God's Benefits ; This will be rai- 
ſed, by conſidering the Author, 
the great God : the  meaneſt 


Mercy from his Hand; is a high 
Favour. ' As the Guilt of Sin' a+ 
the greatneſs of" the 
P; 


Objeg ; 
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Object ;the:ſotne Sins are compa+ 
ratively-{mall; yet none is in \its 
intxinſic Nature's ſmall Evil : fe 


tho of Metcies, ſqme arg.in com- 
_ pariſan-/tmineht, and -lame aro 


ordinary; yet every Mercy is: great 


with repeft:to; the! Author from, 


whence;! it;; comes: And the 
thankful eſteem of | Mercies, will 
riſe in proportion t0:the ſenſe of 
our - uftworthineſs; A conſtant 
povetry .of Spirit in xefle&ting 
upon our.oayn vilenels,, that there 
is not-meerly a want, of deſert in 


us, with, reſpect to: God's Bleſ: | 


ſings, /but.s deſert, of 'his heavy 
Judgments,” -will -heighten our 
eſteem of chem. | For this end it 
15 very vulefi1l,- that the Proſperous 
would gon{ttjer thole below-them, 
how mahy better thin themſelves 
are under oppreſiing Wants, tor- 
mientiog Pains; - heart: breaking 


1 


— ] yon panned OY had hay ov ym ew > tem ioen am ; 


b Rx Sor- £34 


"Sor Sorrows, whom. you may, race by. EY 


their T,cars 6very- day; i ang, whac 


free and tick; Mercy is1s, that they 


enjoy. the atluence of. all chings : 
diſtinguiſhing . fxoodoels, 
ſhould be wakes Tr with, a, 
warm rapture of afteion, to the 
Divine; Benefactor.  'T'o, com- 
pare gar (elves. —_ thoſe that ex- 
cel us in Grace, will make us 
bumble, and with thole who are 
below, - us in outward Bleſſings, 
will make us thankful. 
The Proſperpus havg: ſpecial 


_ Obligations 50. be moſt. conver- 


(ant in this Celeſtial Dury : there 
are various Ciraces ang Duties 


 thatare only. aſe! tulin this. imper- | 


fe& ate, 2nd ſhall expire with 
us2-4sS Repentawce, Faith, Hope, 


Patience,. £75. the Reward of 
them will be Eternal, but the ex- 
exciſe is limited to preſent Life ; 


P4 bur 
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but Love and Praife remain in 
Heayen. The Saints-/ eternally 
admire, love, . and-bleſs God 
for his fan And the fincere 


ws we > ras. \ 


and conftant performance of this 
Duty, is moſt pleaſing to God, 
and profitable to us : 'for thank- 
fplneſs to our bleſſed BenefaQtor, 
engages his Heart, and opens the 
Treaſures of his Bounty more li- 
berally to us, The way to ob- 
tain new Benefits, is not to ſuf- 
fer former Favours to be loſt in 
- ungrateful oblivion. In. ſhort, 
is the beſt and (ureſt evidence of 
our thankfulneſs ro God, when 
his Mercies are efte&tual Motives 
ro _ him, We cannot always 
make an a&ual commemoration 
of his Benefits, but an habitual 
remembrance ſhonld-ever be in. 
our Hearts, and influential in our 
Plal. 26, Lives. Thy loving kindneſs is be- 


foy 
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of Proſperity, 


"uy -mine epes, (faith holy Davidy 
and I have walked in thy Trath;1an-: 
feignedly-reſpe&ted all wy 6 _ 


mandments, 


. 4+ The Fear of God, ——_ 
vigilant care toavoid the Sins that 


ſo eafily encompals us, is necgſ- 
fary in Proſperity. -:'The: Secure: 
a(t Satan in his: War a 
Soul : bur: watchfulneſs dilarms 
the Tempter. CircyumſpeRion-is 
never more a Duty, than when 


Pleaſurcs without, and Paſſions, 
within, conſpire to 'berray us. 


'Tis uſeful to. refle& upon the 


great numbers who have: been. 
corrupted and ruin'd by Proſperi- 
ty: that the Vices of the dead 
may ſecure the Vertues of the li- 
ving. The fear of God is clean, 
effectively, as- it preſerves from 


yin, 'Tis Solomon's advice to young 
Men, 


the. 
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Ning thatenjayuye World, in ig) 
poten ommcnns rm thei 
{raning, that they wquidremens, 
ber that God for all theis- Vank: 
ties will bring them to Judgment. | 
Thi Conſideration will be pow- |. 
erful coiprevent the: zifings of, the. | | 
corraptAﬀectiong;; or to ſupprels. || , 
cheir-growth, and binder. theig | 
zecomplifhmens. «| Buc with the || 
excellently temper d Soul, an.in- || | 
genuous-Fear fram tbe conſiderar || | 
rion'of God's Mercies; is 2n efle- |. , 
Aual: reſtraint from: Sin, "T's | 

ſaid, they- ſhall fear the Lord, and || | 
[ 


—__ 


Lt mr I 


his - Goognefs : - fear to, offend, 
and grieve, and: lole his (3aod- 
nefs; - This Pear does not infringe 
the comfortof the: Soul, bur pre- 
ſerve” and” improve- it: Servite. 
| Fear; when the Soul 5s afraid to 
burn, norto.fin, is a.judicial forc'd 
Impreſſion, the . CharaQter of a 
(F199 | + Slave, 


anal. 


*=—upthaaHe> 


of Pzoſperity. 
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Fear, . that ſprings from the: ſenſe 
af the Divine . Goodneſs, is a 
volumary., Aﬀe&tion becoming 
a Child of God, and cheriſh'd 
by him. | Zhbe Fear of. the Lord is 
his Treaſure. - , This. watchfulneſs 


muſt | be univerfal againſt all 


Temptations to which we are in- 
cident by Proſperity : -othetwilſe 
we {hall be guilty. of a'like folly 
with thoſe that ſhut and, fortifie 


ane Gare, and leave the other o- 


pen tothe Enemy. And 'it muſk 
be--as continual as 'our Tempta- 
tions. - | Blefſed- # the Fan that 
feareth always. 


5: A moderate ule of worldly 
things, is an excellent. -preſerva- 
tive. from the. Evil adhering to 
| them. "Tis a Divine Bleſling, to 
- partake of the Gifts of God: with 


coln- 


Slave ; butan- ingentious grateful 
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contentment andtratiquilicy,cſpe- 
cially 'tis ſweer to'tafte his Love 
in them. God gives t6'a Man that is 
good in bis fight, Wiſdom, and Know- 
leds,  and-Joy: : that is, to uſe rem-' 
perately 'and 'comforrably, out- 
ward Bleſſings.” * But the Fleſh is 
the Devil's Sollicitor, and per- 
ſwades Men with'a freer Fancy, 


and looſer AﬀeCtions, to enjo 


the World, than is conſiſtent withy 


the proſperity of their Souls. When 
Diogenes obſerved with the many 
fick and Janguiſhing Perſons, the 
Hydropick, Confuinitive, and 
other - Diſeaſes :: thar came ' to 
the Temple of Eſculapies for" re- 
covery, and that after their Sacrj- 
fices they made a luxurious Feaſt, 


he cried'out, ls this the way to re- - 


cover Health ? If you were ſound, 
'ris the ſpeedy and effeftual way 
\ to bring” Dileaſes, -and being 
*ED dil- 
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diſeaſed , £0: bring Deathico :YOU. 
| Tis applicable in a higherifenſe, 
the intemaperate uſe of ſenfualDe- 
lighes, weakens the Life and: Vi- 


gaur-of che. Soul in a Saint;-and 


certainly bringsiDeath to diſeaſed 
Souls, : that i habitually.! indulge 
their corrupt!;/AﬀeCtions;:: The 
Apoſtle ſaith. -of; the licentious 
Woman, -:She;that lives:in:pledſure, 
widegd while: ſhe lives :; ariaatlaſfton 
to:a:Torch:that:is conſiitnid by 


its. Own. flamies.!.::«. Senſbal Laſts TIRK A 


are cheriſh'd--and. pamper'd; by 
Proſpericy, : ahd: the. carnal Heatr 


over-rules the whole Man: Qur_ ._. rig” 


Saviour charges; his Diſciples to 
beware. Cf fn and .- 0g 
Appetites, is-natural to/Men, but 
chiefly incidet!co: thaſe ih Pro- 
ſperiry. The great care of fuch 


W - 


ſhould be; roule worldly things 
"LUTE 0 1 | 


etby, 


Utentis mo- 
deftia, nem 
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avandnlighs 
C——_— of Mawriis' by. ſent 


_ with chat. modeſty and = [| 


tharzthe Divine'Part; - the Soul, 
n—_—_ by'them: char 

/ tay 2heither :overyalue 1Dt 
tin theme Theft 


al © facibfagtion; 'si!T his | expell'd 


hica from Parddiſey//and krops | | 


him:@ur ever; ſince: >The itxacpls 
of \Pleakures darken the Mind, 


Gupaby:the Conſtienge;extingur 
rhe radiancy and:.vigour - of :the 
yen :fhne and Hfomen take away 
Ries, The Apolile lpeaksof 
thoſe whoareabandon'd wo Ples 


Epheſ.4.19. _ thei: are-paſt fealmy', :awath- 


quick and: —_— lenſes of 
cheieSs and [D; .''Thar:we 
muy-notiin aw! -ofill degree 
vfe lootkdlchings, awe ſhoubd ql. 
ways be lordered/iby-the Ptinci- 


_ - J 5. Plas ob Fear 1and) Reftrainr;' mot | 
"6 ; dpi: our folyes to-che wits 


moſt 
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magni, 


| moft:of what: ay; ſormallane -- nn. $: 
ed: for to be-2pon the Mauſines ** 
of: ;Stn,. expolts als: 'Tto- Be: ily 
bverthrowh bavxfic md fs 
temptation. 1; [Tis a/Divine\Gtans * ks 
mahd,! chat:Ghriftians | + - df 


price, .as'oh6 2theyinej ow, jand x Cor.7.30, 
| fp urotoabeyiguſſeſſed micy,mndnſs «© 3! 
| ie Horldas' bot alayfmngiitic of Chri- 


flian- thanks :<driveile with-rthe 
Woold,' tas:35tarbal Perlipm- con 


weeſes with bidaven he yallys for 
(piticual SWithithac cold> 
nels, hasifdi nofefiredo bs 


txicy: :thim Si hears ab Word 
with: that: itacdleſſneſs,. as, tt--he 
kabino defqerta profitbylin 2:He 
OT ED rIurog Drities 
withontiarHear, }as:3fbe hadno 
delixetobe baved : rfrdhrantindif- 
fetencywof 'Spirit iuohwardEn- 
jopments;0is\our Duty and: Safe- 
Yo i7Fis a; protigions — 


are wrecehedly. remils to ſp rirval 


enjoy;the World as their Heaven 


andFeliciry, andaſe God for their 


— And. thits = embra- 


; vaniſhing; 
Io tho moſt COny and _ 


rable Good. 
great widdom Mes yr tribe! _ 


veral reſpe&ts of temporal chidgs} 


as'they refpect our ſenſitive: Parr; 


_ andchepreſenr Life, and as they 


reſpect: :our Souls and the ;furure 
State-: ;and to uſe.themn, -that the 
outward:Man may-ibe a more 
aftive and ready Inſtrument of the 
Sou 


Es ke Flodoun' ks 
_ and Pleaſures of this World, bur 
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Soul in —— out our own 
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of ui. Lekithe. Favour of Gad, 
and Communion with him be 
| moſt precious //and- joyful ro us 
{inthe midft of Profpericy.. The 

higheſt efteem and mott.raviſh- 
ing apprehenſioos of God, the 
deareſt delight in him as the moſt 
excellent ſuitable Good, and in 
whom the Soul has the moſtin- 
timate propriety, is. the honour 
due to his incomparable Perfeti- 
| on. The Holy Pſalmiſt often 
declares his tranſcendent Valuati= 
on, and inflamed Afﬀection to- 
wards God ; How preciou are thy 


Thoughts wto me, OGad!. (no ag-Fae 1396 


tifice of words could fully expreſs * 
«) how :great is the ſum of them ? 
Tf 1 ſhould count them, they are more 
i munber than the Sand ; when I - 

Q.. awake 
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Pſal. 4.6,7- 


awake. Tam ſtill: with:thee.s./ Av>£ 


he breathed not oftner :thanihe 


thought of God with reverence 


and complacency. : [Thus alſo he 
deſpiſes all chat-carnal Men purs 
{ue with violent-defires, in com+ 
pariſon, of God's Favour, - There 
be many that ſay, Who will ſhew: ud 
any Good? that is, a ſenſual Good; 
for nothing is pleaſanc ro them, 
bur - what appears in a flefhly 
faſhion: Lord, lift thou up the light 
of. thy Countenance upon u5. Thou 
haſt put . gladueſs in my heart, more 


' than in: the time that thetr Corn and 


cherr Wine tncreaſed, The carnal 
Man, who is a ſtranger to ſpiri- 
tual Joys, has a ſweeter reliſh of 


'» Carnal things, than a Saint that 


has a new. Nature, that deads the 
Appetite to dreggy Delights : and 
in the Vintage and Harveſt there 
is a Spring-tide of carnal Jey : yes 
EE l David 


\ 


+ GS. vw L.. a... 4 nd 


of- Boſperity; 


David teels'a more jnward joy 
2nd. cordial, contentment in the 


fruition of God's Favour, than a | 
natural Man has in the flower of 


his -wotldly-' Felicity. .. Nay, he 
prizes the Favour of God. before. 
Life it ſelf, which is our molt 


precious poſſeſſion in this World. 


Thy loving kindneſs is better than Life, Pal 64; 


therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee. 
mo dairy with God, 'is the be- 


gianing of Heaven, ail differs 


rom the fulneſs of Joy that is in 
the Divine Preſence. above, only 
in the degrees and. manner of 
Fruition, As.the Bluſhes of the 
Morning are the ſame Light with. 
the glorious brighenels of che Sun 
at Noon- day. - The natural Man 
is averſe from this heavenly Du- 
ty, and moſtin Proſpetity. *Tis 
the obſervation of, holy. Fob; 

Thy ſpend iy in. We "y j.. 
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therefore they ſay to the Almighty, 
Depart from 5 ; 1e- deſire 'not #ht 
knowleds of thy Ways.  "Tis-the 
malignant property of -- worldly 
things, "to deface the 'Norioas, 
and cauſe 4 diſrelſh of lablime 
and ſpiritual chings. "The Ob- 
jects that plealancly affect the car« 


[nal Facuſvies, draw the Sou 


from God. Tiws is che:priatipal 
and univerſal rempration -of the 
preſent World, by the cortuption 
of our Hearts, and never ſo dan- 

rous.as inour Profperity. . Tis 
Cats in Bailding, pry of care 
muſt be-raken for'the comriving 
of Windows, for the rranfmiſfion 


of a liberal Light ito zefrefhthe. 


Inhabitants. Now to-buledin a 
Plain where the Heavens are d- 
pen on-all ſides, [and the pure 
Light ſhines, tis eafy to make 
the Houſe: convenient : but to 

raile 


, 
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\ of Proſperity. 


eo 2 luminous Fabrick in a Ciry 
thick ſex with-Houſes, and ftrair- 
of fox ragm, ans Art, and 
the Building, mult be, higher : 

thus a Perſon that is ſurrounded 
with the Honours, Righes, and 

Pleaſures of the World, . thar are 
{o apt to darken che Soul, and to 
exclude the Influences of Heaven, 
has need of holy Skill co-preſervea 
free communicxion with. Gad,and 
to. be always, receptive of. his 
Grace. Then holy Duties ſhoyld 
be frequent. and feryent, wherein 
the Soul alcends to God hy raiſed 


delires, and Gad deſcends into the 


Soul, by- the Operations of his 
fanRifying 2nd comforting Spirit, 


And as we lee in Nature, the 


Flawers of every kind opea their 
Leaves to the riling Sun, to be 
reviv'd with. his vical Heat ; ſo 


we ſhould every day open our 
Q 3 Hearts 
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1 Hearts: to: God in Prayer” and 


Praiſes; "And ſinceall his Mercies 
Invite and conduct us to the bleſs 
ſed Author, and terypbral-* ies) 
firs are ſenſible Arguments of his 
Love; thoſe who moft richly en- 
joy thern, are obliged ' infinitely 
more to value and delight in the 
Giver, than in the Gifes them- 
felves. - If the Heart be ſet pon 
Riches, which'*tis very apt to be 
when they increaſe, of 'upon- plea- 
ſires, 'God is negleded "and Fil 
fied : and tho many are not openi- 
ly vicious'and profane, yer ſo 
pleaſantly: the things of the World 
inſinuate 'into ' their Aﬀections, 
thar they cannot taſte bow g00d: the 
Lord is, afad indication of their 
vnregenerate ſtate: for the Dij- 
vine Nature in a Saint; ificlines 
him! to God as his ſupream Good! 
his wing Treaſure and” exceeding 


Joy 3 ; 


"of rotperiry. 


ad a5ſoewas ho begins ro 
| Joys, the Life.'of hokeyl he 
diesto the Vanities of the World. 
And when Proſperity alienatesthe 
heart fromGod, tis as ſurely de- 
Keaive, as when' it draws forth 
the ſenſual 'A ppetitesinto exotbi- 
rant *aund foul. aQions. A. Con- 
famption kills-as/{urely.as a Ca- 
lencture.  Thole' who abuſe the 
Favours of God to impiety' and 
 laxury, throw. themſelves head- | 
long into the bottomleſs Pit ;- and 
thoſe wha in' their abundanceare 
remiſs and'cold towards God, gra- 
dually deſcend thither : For: God 
will not be our. Joy for eyer in 
Heaven, if he be not our excced: 
1ng Joy upon the Earth. 
-Burwhen in.the mid(t of Pro- 
ſperity the . Soul" is fll'd> with a 
hoble: admiration. of the . Divine 
 Excellencies, when it taſtes in- 
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againſt the in{narin jo and-coreuptr- 


comparable more ſweetneſs w 
the Love. of; Gel, from whence 
outward / Bleſlings..-are derived, 
than- in the things: themſelves, 
when' che chief Joy: ariſes: fromi 
the conteniplation-of :hjs Fayout 


in Chriſt, whereby we :are;pars 


don'd, 'and preferr'd. ta be :his 
Brethren,  Coheirs, iwith him: of 
the immortal and-undefiled. Inhe; 
ricance; then we Know how-to 
abound. Our Saviour commands 
his Diſciples not. to reozce that 
Spirits. were ſubje&t to them, tha an 
admirable cofliencicy of his Fa- 
your, , but that their Namey wers 
written in Heaven, Much les. 
ſhould this periſhing World be 
the matter of our Jay, in ag' 
riſon of our Title;: and the; ble(- 
ſed hope of Heaves.- Spiritual 
Joy purifies and fortifies the Sul 


ing 
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of Prolperity. 


TE foro te Lark tes Prog 
The the Lord # their [trength + 
thar of which he- is the AJ 
and Obje&, is both productive 
and preſervative of the Vigour of 
the Sopl; to refit the-Charms of 
the World. Tis laid of Orpheys, 
when hepali by te Syrens, who 
by cheir charming: V owes ſabdued 
Mea ſleep, and-then;deftroyed 
them that heplayedon'his Harp, 
and the:{weet | made hinyde» 
fpife theit ſinging;-;and-prevented 
the datiger. The Fable: is fuly 
moralized : Joy in':the Lord, -as 
our ' Portion, and - that infknite 
{weetneſs that is in communion 
wich hina, makes ſuch an impreſ- 
ſion upon the Soul, that the in- 
ſnaring and deſtrutive Pleaſures 
of the World are:abhorr'd in come 
paiifan with them, That firm 
Peace and pure Joy, a 
| Nt - 


_ 


thiderſtanding, 1our-moſt:compre- 


heave: ago wheres all the 
Pleaſures of he Worlddo not ſa. 
cifp-our Senſes! Ot 
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36 » 'WhtwRiches and! Power 


are"employed- for the Glory 
os the good of oth 
happy Sons to tho 
Tſ "poſſe ahem Alt Benefit 
are vireual'Objigarions ; :\ 3nd the 
r onrR are;the grea- 
cer” onr 'Acbonnes will: bes.” God 
has'a ſoveraign Right i all things 
we have, -arid'they/are not':to'be 
ed-meerly. for"our 'Plea- 

fins” or 'Profigj! but” aecotding to 
his: Will;" - dad] for” his - Honour. 
"Fis true, he enjoys his 6wh'Erer- 
tity.) hisown' Glory and'Blefſed- 
nels; to whidt there isrio poſhbi- 
Ity:of acceſſions his effetitia}Glo- 
FF: canner be increas'd,”: bur” his 
»& 44 de- 
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declarative'Glory may'be mare' 
manifeſted n'the Eyes of Ment” 
and he ſtrialy requires that' we: 
ſhould uſehis'Gifts, ſoasto ſhew” 
forch'his Glory, to declare how- 
highly we value his Glory, and 
how ardently we deſire and: eh-! 
deavour that others ſhould bleſs 
ind praiſe him. Thus Men” 
high Dignity ſhould govern rheis 
Gteatnels ſo; as to make it ſubs 
ſervient-to'tliis bleſſed End, that 
the Wiſdom, Power, - Holineſs, 
Juſtice, and Mercy of God, may 
be manifeſted iri their adminiſtra- 
tion. And -thoſe who enjoy a 
preſent abundance, ſhould,” ac- 
cording to'their capacity, relieve 
the Wants of others. '\'The wiſe 
God has order'd ſeveral degrees in 
the Society of Men, the'Rich and 
Poor ; that'the inequality may be 
4h occaſion of the exerciſe of Cha- 


- ity. 
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ry, And tis a ſpecial. fayaur, 
thas be is pleaſed ra make ſome 
his Txeaſurers to dilpenle his Be- 
nefits 40: -his Fanul . Whilſt 
oxhers can. only. be. charitable in 
their compaſſionate. Pelires, he 
gives $9. ſome an abilicy of. diffy- 
tive Goodaels: and tis Injultice 
mix yich foot ingratirude, not to 
pay that Tribute of which he has 
appoimcediche Poox ta þe his Re- 
' eeivers, not to abound. in good 
Works,' when from his molt free 
and. ſpecjal Fayour, ihe enables 
Men. ro witare and henour him 
whois zich-in Mergy. | 'Tis more 
blefſed $9: give than to'recerve. The 
prefent Reward is excellent ; ris 
apr Sayipur's exctHragement, Give 
Abns of ſuch things as you have, ac- 
cording 10-your Capacity, and be. 
bold all things are clean unto you. As 
under the Law, by offering the 

| | | firſt 


of P2olperity. 


faſt Frais in the Temple, the 
whole Harvelt was conlecrated: 
and bleſfs'd ; fo by a' charitable 
Siftribacion, the Rich havea pure 
and comfortable enjoyment of 
their Eftates And the Reward. 
hereafter will be glorious by :in- 


finite degrees, the moſt 
coſtly and liberal Chanty.  'Tis 
the E t uled: by the 


Apoſtle, Chayge them that _— Tims. 


this World, that they do  pood, that 
they terichin good Works, ready to: 
diſtrebute, willing to conmmnicate 3 
laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
gool foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal Life. 
Some Corr 
waſlte bu Eſtares, —— 
as the Sea 4 ſome heap up Riches 
as the Sand, and' both muſt be. 
reſponſible tothe Righteous Lord, 
who will ſeverely call them to an 
AC- 
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as doneto himlelf : Then hewill 


account for the abuſe of his Bleſ- 


ſings; But thoſe who according to. 


cheic urmoft ability horout him 
with: :their| | Subſtance, . and by, 
their charity-and beneficence open 


thank fvivings to: God, ſhall - be 
accepted and rewarded. from the: 
Divine Mercy. | 


Eſpecially doing good to theſe. 


whom God loves, who bear his 
Image,” who. are: peculiarly rela- 
lentReward. «The Apoſtle tells 
us, : that - ſome, by "entertaining 
Strangers, received : Angels : the 


honour is incomparably greater, 


that in relieving the. Godly, Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the Lord of Angels, is 
fed and cloathed in his Members. 
And atthe-laſt Day he will pub- 
lickly own thoſe Acts of Mercy 


give 
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give to the: contented  Poor:the 
Crown of+Parience, and to: the 
charicable'Rich the Crown of Li- 
_ beraliry. v- In. ſhore, -Riches and 
 Honour,--Power/and Proſperity; 
are Temptations to the Carnal, 
that draw: forth their Luſts,: and 
_ Increaſe their Guilt and Miſery; 


but to wiſe: and faichful Chrifti- 
ans, they: are "Talents improved 


for their. Maſter's Honour,” and 


their own everlaſting Good, 


7. A fm reſolution to part 


_ With all Poſleſſions and Dignities, 


when God's Honour,: and the 


teſtimony of his Truth requires 


i, is an excellent Antidote againſt 
the Evil of Proſperity. © God doth 
ſometimes call forth his Seryants 
to hard Trials, to declare with 

more ſtrength and evidence their 
love to his Name, their,zeal = 

| 2d- 
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adyancitig bis Glory-: Satan is an 


irteconcileable Enemy to God and 


his Saints;/and in{piresthe perver- 
| ted World with his: own. Malice 


them, Rage has noRea- 


ficate the blind Man; : becauſe he 
ſaw, and. aſcribed the Glory of 


the Mirade to our Saviour: and 


Lazaras mittt die, . becauſe he was 


when.a Chriſtian is prepared for 
this noble Ac of Self denial, to 
forlake all chings when his Duty 
to-Chrift tequres it ; . this. pre- 
| ferves bim from the enſnaring 
cemprations of Proſperity. 

Ts obſervable, the "AM Di- 
vine Diſpolition of Soul, makes 
karncon ATM the ule of preſenc 
Akundance, and patient in the 
las 'of it. The low efteem of 
— ghanys, joyn'd with the 

' lively 


tailed from the Grave... Now 
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lively hope. of Heaven; renders 

the enjoyment of the Warld-lels 

delightful, and - the-loſs: of ; i 

| more 'tolerable:/- The:/Philoſo- j,.c-vatur 

er and-Courger {ays of. him- mer me & 

| ſelf, thar he always in-his: Pro-147 41 

ſperity kept a great diſtance: be- ahfulir ills 

tween 'his Aﬀections and- Riches 39” <v4/#- 

| with Honours, and inthe change 4 -—g 

of his ſtate, they were rather 

taken eafily away, than rent from 

him. According to the, temper 

of the Mind, the difference is as 

ſenſible in the parting with our- 

ward things, as between clipping 

the Hair, and tearing it off with 

violence. Nay, the Glory of 

Heaven does fo. eclipſe the faint 

and fading Juſtre. of this World, 

that a Believer not only patiently 

but. * chearfully makes the ex- 

change of the one for other. Mo- Heb. :1. 

ſes preferred Affliftion with the Peo- 
1 R ple 
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deer. ttm am dt 


— i 6 before "the "Crown of 


Phil. 4c 


Egypt, becauſe of the Reward a- 


bovye that: was in 'his-view. And: 


_ +. the Chriſtian Hebrews took” jy 


full the' boiling of their Goods, know: 
ing that they bad in Heaven # bette» 
and an enduving ſubſtance: The blef- 


ſed Ho ed Hope will pteferve- us fro: 


'd by Profpetiry when 


it _— us, and from fi _ | 


in Adverfity. Like Menylius ns 


Shield, | that fectr'd -him in -the' 


Field, and fav'd him being Ship- 
wrack'd ar Sea, by waſting him 


to the Shore. 


_ Laſtl Y; Tinneſt Wy conftant 


Prayer to God for Divine Grace, 


is a ſoveraign means to preſerve 
thole who-ate iti Proſperity front 
che danger that atretids it, F know 


bow to abound, faysthe Apoſtle; | 


and dy adds, I cande al 
things 


F iy ay. _ — > F 
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things through Chriſt that ſtrengthens 
Lt) Supernatural Strength -1n an 
eminent. degree is requiſite tg 
keep us entire and upright: in che 
| | dangeraus conflict with. the. plea- 
| ant Temptations of ;the World;; 
and that Strength is. derived from 

Chriſt, a by bumble 


| Prayer, Tis St, 4u/tir's obler- Elirew 
| | yation, that E/pa wanted a doy- mute 1 
| ble rtion of Eljah's Sparit, be- culi di Nitae 
cauſe he was in publick Honour, 7; Pee 
and expoſed to a more dangerous i : Elia 
| trial, an- extraordinary. Grace 77949 & 
was neceſſary for him : But Elias * NOOR 
was under continual perſecution. 
-The Trees that are-:expos'd to 
forms, are ſtrong avd firm ; bur 
thoſe in che funny Yallies-are bric- 
ile and ealtly blown down. We 
are directed to. ack Wiſdom. gf 
: God: for the governing-of our 
| {elves in Aﬀi@ions, thqt- in | patir 
SIG! R 2 ence: 
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ence we-may poſſeſs our Souls, and 
the turbulent Paſhons 'may- not 
cauſe rebellious diſorders, but the 
ſan&ified” Mind may uſe Afﬀicti-- 
ons for onr ſpiritual and-eternal 
Good. And tis as* neceſſary to 
beg Heavenly Wildom for go- 
werning our ſelves in Proſperity, 


' that when Temptations are fre- 


quent,and favour'd by our joyful 


' Aﬀections, which are equally ve- 
'.., :chement: and'exorbitant” as the {ad 
Aﬀections/© Reaſon -may - keep 

* the Thtrorie, and” manage Pro- 

Aperity, ſoas we may obtain our 


bleſſed End. - Sucl is*the malice 
'of Satan, that he'iriceſfantly de- 
fires leave to tempt-us;:and” love 


| to our Souls ſhould make us pray 


contintially for confirming Grace 
againſt his "Temprations. Briefly, 
it che good things of this World 
make us more humble and holy, 

I NEIE: more 


of Proſperity, - 


\- more oat to offend God, and 
careful to pleaſe kim';'if they are 
Motives to renew our Homage 
and Thankfulneſs to him, if they -WM 
are uſed in ſubordination to his _— 
Glory, they are the- Teſtimonies 
of his preſent-Favour, 'and-the 
Pledges - of our Future: -Feliciry. 
Our bleſſed Saviour keeps the belt 


Wine for his obedienc Friends cill 
thelaſt, - + - 
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the Recompences of the Future State.. *'To 
— is now added, The tip gue þ of yr 
n Re evidence 0 
Reaſon, SY ponedhy for the Cure 
of Infidelity the Hedtick Evil of the "Times. 
By Wiliam Bates, I). D.in Ofaue. 
The Soveraign and final Happineſs of Man, 
with the effectnal 'means*tor. obtain it. Allo . 
the Joys of Heaven, and Torments of Hell arc 
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